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HE kind Reception you were 
pleaſed to give my former 
Letter, in Anſwer to that of 
Mr. Law, againſt my Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor's Preſerva- 
75 and Sermon, obliges me 

to a b Compliance with your Deſire of 

knowing my Thoughts upon his Second Let- 
ter to His Lordſhip, in Relation to Sacerdotal 

Benediftion, Abſolution, and Church- Communion, 


My Sentiment of it is, That it exceeds his 
IN in all thoſe Qualities that can recom- 
mend a looſe Declamation, wherein is taken a 


| profuſe Liberty of forſaking the main Terme 


of the Queſtion, and thereby, under the Shel- 
ter of uncertain Phraſes, and ambiguous Ex- 
jreſſions, deceiving the Minds of unſkilful Rea- 
ders, in Prejudice to his Adverſary. Beſides 
that he generally repreſents the Senſe of the 
5 in a broken and unfair Way. i 

A 2 | Ir 


— 


„„ nn 
It will give us the ſhorter Trouble, in cyt. 
ting off the numerous Queſtions which Mr, 
Law hath taken upon him to put to the Bj. 
ſhop; if I point ont to you beforehand, ſome 
of the chief of thoſe Confufrons, which are 
ſcattered thro' the ſeveral Pages of his Letter, 
For Inſtance : | 
The Word Grace, is known, by every to. 
lerable Scripturiſt, to be uſed, in the New 
Teſtament, in a greater Variety of Acceptati- 
ons than, perhaps, any one Phraſe in that ſa- 
cred Volume. The Biſhop, with Reſpect to 
the preſent Topicks, has uſed it but in one 
clear and determinate Senſe, vis. God's Fa- 
vour, in pardoning, accepting and rewarding 
Men, according to the Terms of the Goſpel, 
But your Friend will ſcarce ever ſuffer hig Rea- 
der ſo much as to gueſs what he particularly 
means by it. F Sometimes Gifts and Graces, 
as Means, axe, with him, the fame as Pardon 
and Salvation, which are the End. Condey- 


ance of Grace, 18 confounded with God's Final 


Favour, The Grace of God in general, he 
confounds with the Scriptural Gifts of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt in particular. In like manner, Sacer- 
dotal Prayers, (or Bleſſings) in general, are 
made the ſame with Hmman Benedlictions de- 
terminative of God's Favour, pag. 17. Mini- 
firy, Ordinary and Extraordinary, are jumbled 
together. Ble//mgs, by the Miniſtry of Men, 


— 


T Page 14, 15. and pag. 10. | | 
; | | eternal 


are made the ſame with God's final, certain and 


6 
eternal Bleſſings. Apoſtolical Diſtribution of 
| Spiritual and Extraordinary Gifts, is called, 
meer Human Benediction, pag. 6, 7, 8. Succeſ- 
fron and Priefthood, the ſame as an wuninter- 
rupted one. Evangelical Inſtitution, Sacred 
Function, and the Church, all crouded under 
one Idea. And (not to tire you with number- 
Jeſs Inftances) the Denial of Authoritative Be- 
nediftions, as affecting Mens future Condition, 
he calls, a Denial of the Clergy's being [any 
way ] Miniſterial to the Salvation of their Bre- 
thren; | | 
Under this Egyptian Darkneſs has this De- 
claimer challenged the Interpretation of ſeve- 
ral Texts of Scripture againſt His Lordſhip's 
Notions, tho* guarded with the utmoſt Di- 
ſtinction and Simplicity of Expreſſion. Now, 
as this looſe Way of Writing, naturally di- 
refs an Anſwerer to the Method he ſhould take 
in his Reply, I ſhall endeavour to ſet the ſe- 
veral Scriptures, he either quotes or alludes to, 
in their true Light; and ſhall have little 
more Trouble in confuting his Reaſonings, 
than that of reducing him to the true State 
of the ſeveral Queſtions, and the Senſe of the 
© WW {rms in which they ought to be put. When 
his is done, we may be able to finiſh with 
. Mr. Law in his own Way, viz. By giving him 
d 2 Sett of Propoſitions for his Propoſitions, and 
„ eferring it to the rational World to judge, 
d boſe Arguments are the propereſt for bring: 
ug an Infidel or a SeHary into the Communion 
of the Church 30 His Lordſhip's, Or thoſe of the 
Non. jurors and their Friends, = SECT. 


* 


S E 


of BENEDICTION, 


HE Authoritative Benediction, diſowned 
and oppoſed by His Lordſhip, is deſcribed 
by him in ſo many evident and diſtinguiſhing 
Characters, that, did not his Adverſaries de- 
ſignedly repreſent it in Generals, and thoſe 
Generals alſo in the moſt diſadvantageous and 
invidious Light, it were not poſſible for them 
to perſuade their Readers into the leaſt Appre- 
henſion of Danger from his Lordſhip's Prin- 
ciples. Tis that authoritative Benedliction, in 
which * 4 Right is claimed to the Clergy, in one 
[ and but one] certain Regular SUCCESSION, 
f Bleſſing the People. A Right to ſtand in 
God's ftead, in ſuch Senſe, that they, (as now 
fallible Men) with all their Infirmities, and Pre. 
qudices, and Miſtakes about them, can abſolute- 
Iy and certainly bleſs ſome, or withhold a Bleſ- | 
ing from others; and that Almighty God hat 
obliged himſelf to bleſs or not to bleſs, with 
thtir Voice alone. This is what he calls 4 
Term of Art, and which, being a purely hu. 
man Claim, hath nothing to do with the Favour 
[the final Favour] or Anger of God. 
But as to that BENEDI1cCT1 oN where- 
by is meant an || orderly and ſolemn Declars- 


——— 


r Li * 


— Preſervative, Page 91. i. : 
TE. —©- ĩ Fay 


(PF) 
ion, [ of the Clergy] out of God's Word, upon 
jr 3 . he wil give his Bleſſmg to 22 
ans; or an Expreſſion of their own hearty Wiſhes 
and Prayers for the People's obtaining that Ble 
fing ; this His Lordſhip owns to be both intel. 
ligivle, and alſo a part of their Office, The 
Sum is, That tho God has appointed the Mi- 
niſtry, and ſolemn Prayers and Declarations 
(out of his Word) of [now] Uninſpired, as 
well as [formerly] of Inſpired Officers in the 
Church; yet he has not abſolutely confined 
the Goſpel-Pardon, Favour and Bleſſing, to their 
Hands; but they are {till in his own Hands, 
who alone knows who are, and who are not, 
really capable and worthy of them, He will 


have Mercy on whom he will have Mercy, &c. 


Now what has our Friend to charge This 
withal? Why he ſums up the Evil Conſe- 
quences in few Words *, That this is to give 
up, and condemn all Inſtitutions of any Chrifti- 
an Society, wherein GRACE is ſuppoſed to 
be conferr'd thro human Hands, or by the Mi- 
niſtry of the Clergy, In what Senſe he means 
GRACE ro be conferrd thro meer fallible 
and uninſpired Hands, in any Church now up- 
on Earth, he has left us to gueſs, by his Uſe 
of this ambiguous Phraſe, in the following 
Pages; but be the Senſe what it will, His 


Lordſhip denies it in 20 Senſe, but that of 


ng abſolutely and arbitrarily confined to, and 
challenged by, one certain uninterrupted Line. 


W * 7 
, * wry 5 . 6 . nme 


of 


* Pages 1, 2. 


( 


of Clergy; or ſo as to have any direct and ay. 


thoritative Effect upon Men, as to the final 
Favour or Anger of Goll. N 


To come at this his ſtrange Concluſion; 


Mr. Lam, for Sixteen Pages, produces ſe- 
veral Inſtances of Benediction (or Bleſſing by 


way of ſolemn Prayer) uſed by the preſent 


Church, with the Ceremony of Laying on of 


Hands; the Authority and Validity whereof. 


he derives from, and makes parallel with, the 
Apoſtles Impoſition of Hands, and conferring 
the Holy Ghoft. | 
His jr/ Inſtance is that of Confirmation, 


This Inſtitution, he ſays *, is founded upon ex- 


preſs Words of Scripture: 1 ſuppoſe he means 
the Words, Acts 8. 4. where Peter and John 
are {aid to have been ſent by the 2 to 
pray, and lay their Hands on the Samaritan 
Believers, who were before baptized, but had 
not, as yet, received the Holy Ghoſt. 
That the Apoſtles conferr'd the Extraord:- 
nary Gifts of the Spirit, is unqueſtionable ; 
and that our Confirmation-Prayers ufed by our 


Biſhops, for, or over, Perſons, at the Time W" 


when they are of Age to take their Religious 
Profefhion upon themſelves, is very conſonam 
with Scripture, and a very fit and proper 
Church-Inſlitution, is readily granted. But 
what Grace is then conferred, and in what 
Senſe, as diſtin& from that which the Apoſtles 
conferr d, our Author would have been much 


a... 3 PO Ts 


* Page 2. 
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tat 
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clearer 


„ 
clearer, if he had been pleaſed to have told us; 


for ſurely they are not the ſame] and [which 
is the ſole Queſtion with the H,] Whether 


; 
— 


Ev 
CE 


our Church holds, or thoſe S:riprime-Words 
prove, That this Grace is inſeparably annexed. 
ty an uninterupted Line of Epiſcopa! Hands; 
or, That the denial, or want of theſe Hands 
affefls the ſpiritual ſtate and condition of the 
Peaple, | 
Gur ſtill our Friend thinks this and the like 
Pallages will demonſtrate ſeveral things, that 
make very much for the great Privilege he con- 
tends for, vis. 1ft, * That ſomething elſe, 
| even in the Apoſtles Times, was neceſſary be- 
| des Baptiſm, | 1 may add, I hope, Kepentanse 
and a good Life according to the Goſpel, ] in 
order to qualify Perſons to become compleat Mem- 
bers of the Body, or Partakers of the Grace of 
(brit. Now this is, in all appearance, very 
alſe : For the conſtant Condition of being ad- 
nitted a Member of Chriſt's Church or Body, 
tro the whole Current of the New Teſtament, 
8 baptiſin, upon Repentance and Faich. Tho 
ndeed fome Extraordinary Gifts of the Holy 
bboſt were neceſſary, at that time to qualify a 


. 

t lan to be a Preacher and Propagator of the 
t opel. Which, becauſe of the Neceſſity of 
t ch Preachers, were conferred on 2 great ma- 


7; but not upon 2% Believers, as Mr. Law 
links, without the leaſt Warrant of any judi- 
ous Interpreters. 2%, It follows, That 


* * * 
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Page 3, 
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Cod Graces are not only conferr d by Means of 
Humane Hands, but of ſome Particular Hands. 
'11s plain they were ſo in the Apoſtles ; and 
they might well be fo, without being abſo— 
Jutely confined to any Hands, or to any unhry- 
ken Line of Succeſſion. But, 3ly and ah, It 
appears, {hat this Power | of conferring the 
Holy Ghoit | was confined to the Apoſtles, ſp a 
that no, otherwiſe inſpired, Men, could exerciſe 
it; but the Apoſtles had it, as purely and in- 
tirely owing to their ſuperior Degree in the 
MiNiSTRY, and not to any extraordinary 
Gir TS they were endow'd with. Very ſtrange! 
That fo Noble a Power and Privilege thould be 
owing to a NAME and not to a Thing. And 
yet, it ſeems, || 4nanias, who was neither Apoſtle 
nor Biſh»p, laid his Hands upon St. Paul, and 
filled him with the Holy Gho#, to become a 
Preacher and Apoſtle. 
And are not theſe Mighty Foundations for 
your Friend to build his Ratleries againſt the 
Biſhop upon, in the two following Pages“ 
Wherein he brings in the Samaritan Converts 
beforementioned, | upon ſuppoſing them to be 
of the Biſhop's Principles] contemning and 
deſpiſing the 4poftlz's Hands; even at the ſame 
time when they actually ſaw the Powers of the 
Hoy Ghoſi conferred by their Miniſtry. Andthe 
he introduces the Biſhop as exhorting the People 
he is to Confirm, to 2 upon it as an em 
Ceremony and Cuſtom, againft Common Senſe, « 


* 


Acts ix. 17. — 22. + Page 4, 8. | : 
haut 


14] 


baving nothing in it; and that to think of any. 
Spiritual Advantage from it is affroming to God, 
Founding the Parallel between the two Caſes 
in this, that the original Apoſtolical, and the 
now Epiſcopal! Iinpoſition of Hands, are, by the 
Biſhop, eqreal/y confider'd as a Humane Bene- 
didlion. Which ſhameful abuſe of Words he 
appears ſtill more evidently to be guilty of in 


the following Page; in which, having cited 


the Paſſage of St. Paul, Heb. vi. 1. where the 
Apoſtle enumerates the laying on of | Inſpired] 
Hands amongſt the Foundations of Chriſtianity, 
he makes this the ſame with our Epiſcopal Con- 


firmation, and thence affirms the latter to be 


10 fundamental a part of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as to be placed upon the level with that of the 


belief of the Ræſurrection of the Dead, and of 


eternal Fudgment : Nay, that it has been ſo 
under ſtood and obſerved by every Age ſince the 
Apoſtles, and is ſtill | fo] obſerved by the Au- 
tority of our own Church. ELD 

You ſee, Sir, if ever Things ſhould take fo 
happy a Turn as to fill our Spiritual Thrones 
with Nonjurors, how dutifully they will follow 
the Holy Father at Rome, in his Stile of, 
GRACE AND APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION! 
and that we need not go over the Water to 
leary, That Miracles are one NOTE of the 
Church. 3 . 

Mean while let me obſerve to you, how un- 


attentive ſuch Men as Mr. Law muſt be to 


lay no worſe of it] to the manner of the 
dcripture-Writings, in imagining ſuch a Paſ- 
„„ Nw»I, {age 


> 8a. 1 e 


. 
ſage as this, Heb. vi. 1, 2. ſhould prove Epiſ: 
copal Benedifion to be as abſolutely neceſlary 
[in all Ages] to Chriſtian Communion, as 
Faith, Repentance, and the belief of a future 
State and udgment. The Apoſtle indeed re- 
cites Apoſtolical laying on of Hands * amongſt 
the Things firf believed, or known and acknow- 
ledged by the Then Chriſtian Converts. But 
he means it not as a ſtanding, perpetual Ordi- 
nance, of the ſame equal Importance to all Be- 
Hevers as Faith in God and Chriſt, and the he- 
lief of a future State, and the practice of god 
Works, founded on that Belief. [For tis not 
certain that 2% had Hands laid on them; tis 


certain, that all did || not receive the Hey 


Gh9f; ] But he mentions it as a known Fact, 
on which all ſuch Believers, who ſaw thoſe 
Powers of the Spirit conferred on others, or 
experienced them in themſelves, were aſſured 
of the Divine Commiſſion of the Apoſtles, irom 
whoſe Hands they received them; and of the 
Truth of Chri#s Religion, by whoſe Inſyira- 
rion they were enabled to confer them. Jul 
in like manner as the ſame St. Paul, amonglt 
the Myſteries of Godlineſs, or Articles of Chri- 
ſtianity, mentions Chriſt's being preached uni 
the Gentiles, and believed on in the World, 
1 Tim. 1. 16. 2. . His being preached to, 
** and believed by, ſo great a part of the Gen- 
tile | as well as Ferwwiſh | World, notwith- 
ſtanding all the dreadful Oppoſition and Per- 


F Agen ges, Beutatoy. 
See Dr. Whitby pon the place. 


« ſecution 


n 
« ſecution then raiſed againſt his Reli- 
« ojonz was a Fact demonſtrative | to them 
that ſaw and knew it] of the Power of God 


attending his Goſpel. Not that the Propo- 


« {tion itſelf, of his being preached, &c. is of 


« the ſame Nature with thoſe of his being ma- 
« „j felt in the fleſh, &c. and received up into 
| « Glory, there to interceed for us. 

| His Second“ Inſtance in favour of Authori- 
tative Benedictions, as abſolutely neceſſary in 
order to God's Favour, and inſeparably and 
ſolely annexed to one uninterupted Line of 
_ Clergy, is that of OR DIN AT ION. Here we 
have the ſame Work over again. We are ſent 
to the Scriptures firſt, and then to the Church, 
to learn how much there 1s in a Humane Bene- 
diftion, | For, pray obſerve it, Scripture Be- 
nediflions, and Church Benedlictions are, accor- 
ding to him, equally Hamane, and equally Au- 
thoritative, and equally Efectual.] Scripture 
informs us of Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Hirit, conferred upon Men for qualifying 
them to exerciſe their Functions. The Overſeers 
of the Flock were made by the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 
20. 28, [Mr. Law ſays, None of them were 
immediately called by the Holy Ghoſt, but were 
conſecrated by the Humane Hands of the Apoſilss. 
Which, I conceive, is more than he can prove; 
But let it be ſo.] Timothy is exhorted 20 ſtir 
up the Gift of God that was in bim by laying on 
of his (St. Paul's) hands, 1 Tim. 1. 6. agree- 
ably to which Scriptures, our own Church, in 
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the Conſecration-Office, appoints the Biſhop 1s 


lay his Hands on the Candidate Prieſt, and to 
ſay [in our Saviour's own Stile] Receive thoy 


the Holy Ghoſt. 

What follows now from all this? Nothing 
leſs than that zbe Holy Ghoſt being SUPPOSE] 
* [now | to be conferred by Humane Benediction, 
on Perſons, towards Conſecrating them for the 
Work of the Miniſtry. The Biſhop of Bangor 
denial of the Popiſh and Nonjuring Benedictions, 
or thoſe of any humane, fallible, and paſliv- 
nate Men, in one unbroken Line of Succeſſion, 
and as abſolutely requiſite to the Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry, is a || denial of the Scriptures, a blaſphe- 
mous reflection upon the Apoſtles, and a contempt 
F both the Primitive Church and the Church of 
England. In other Words, if our Uninſpired 
Ocdainers be not ſuppoſed to give all that the 


Apoſtles gave, they are denied the Office of 


ſolemnly Praying for what all the Ordained 
are | by the tenour of the Scripture-Religion] 
capable of receiving. 

Our Church indeed does, in the Office before 
mentioned, by the Mouth of a Biſhop, make uſe 
of the very Words of our Saviour, at his con- 
ferring the Inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
his Apoſtles, to qualify them for giving mira. 
culous Teſtimonies of their Miniſtry, and of 
his Religion. Nor ſhall I take upon me to 
diſpute, how fir and proper it may be in the 
Church to make ſuch uſe of them. Yet [which 
is the main and only thing in the preſent Argu- 
"Te Pag. 7. 0 Pag. 8, 9. 


ment, | 


(6 


werte) J may, I believe, ſafely appeal to the 


Church itſelf, to its former and preſent Prote- 
ant Biſhops in general, Whether they ſo much 
as imagine themſelves, by any kind of Bene- 


| dition of theirs, to give the Holy Ghoſt in the 
| znſe that either Chriſt or his Apoſtles gave it? 


or, Whether whatever the Grace be, which 


| they are ſuppoſed to confer, they conceive it 
| conferred in ſuch a manner, as that the giving 


or denying of their Miniſtration affects the 
ſtate of any Man, as to the Favour of God, [ in 
the Biſhop of Bangor's ſenſe; ] or is limited 
to their ſole Hands, as Epiſcopal-unimterupted 


Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. In the mean time, 


ſuch unhappy Inſtances of even Clergymen thus 
perverting the uſe of theſe Words, even to a 
ſenſe that it would be no leſs than Blaſphemy 
in any Church now upon Earth to challenge 


them to herſelf in; may reaſonably be expect- 


ed to afford our Superiors an occaſion of con- 


| fidering of the Eſſects of ſo dangerous a Scan- 


dal upon the Honour of the Church itlelf : 
That by ſome plain Declaration of the de- 
ſigned Meaning of them in this Office, the 
Minds of the doubtful may be undeceived, and 
the Deluſions of deſigning Men prevented. 
But to proceed. This being the real Queſtion, 
tis not my Lord of Bangor that is to be won- 
der d at, * for accepting of a Character, aich 
the Powers that only juſtiy belong to it; but 
your Friend, and his Friends, for reproaching 
him for not claiming thoſe Powers, which it 


, Page 14. 5 — : 


would 


=. UW] 
would be both abſurd and blaſphemous now 
to pretend to. 5 

His Third * Inſtance of Sacerdotal Benedig;. 
on is, what he calls the Conſecration of Bread 
and Wine in the Holy Sacrament. Our Savi— 
our is, by the Three Evangeliſts, St. Matt hem, 


St. Mark, aud St. Like, ſaid to have Given 


Thanks; St. Paul expreſſes it in the ſame words, 
1 Cor. xi. 24. but in 1 Cor. x. 16. he calls it, 
Bleſſing the Cup, which, by the foregoing Paſ- 
ſages, can plainly mean no more than a devout 
Praiſe or Thankſgiving, or Praiſes and Prayers 
together, before, and at the uſe of the Bread 
and Cup. The Subject of which Devotion was, 
no Queſtion, much the ſame, with reſpect to 
our Deliverance bythe Death and Suffering of 
Chriſt, as the Fewiſh Bleſſing or Thankſgiving 
was at, or over the Paſſover-Lamb. And as the 
Religious Eating of the Lamb was a Comme- 
moration of the Tſraelites Deliverance from 
Egypt; ſo the Chriſtian Uſage of eating Bread 
and drinking Wine, with Devotions ſuitable 


to our Deliverance by Chrift, is the Commemo- 


ration or ſbewing forth of his Death, Mr. Law, 
to ſerve his Ends upon the Biſhop | or elle out 
of pure Ignorance] quite overlooks this ſimple 
and plain Idea of the Chriſtian Sacrament, and 
confounds himſelf by the more vulgar Phraſe 


of Conſecration - repreſentingit as an Act of the 
Miniſter, whereby ſomething is done to the 


Elements that was not done before, and {ome 
change or other wrought in them, in order to 
"Tn. OY i Oo dm de 3 
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ſbei/ inſſubncè upon the Receiver; which change 1 
is ſuppoſed to be owing purely to the Conſecra- | 
tors Words and Hands. Hence he improperly 9 
ſays, Pag. 12. that the Bread and Wine are be- il 
come Means of Grace, by the Benedidion. | 
And, Page 25. God can conſecrate Inani mate il 
Things to ſpiritual Purpoſes, and make them 1 
MEANS To ETER NAL HAPPINESS. ll; 
Whereas that which is truly and properly the | 
Sacrament, 1s not the bare Symbols, the Bread ll; 
and Wine, as Figures and Repreſemations of 1 
Chriſt's Body and Blood; but the whole Action 
of devoutly commemorating the Death of Chriſt. | 
And the good Diſpaſitions, Thoughts and Reſo- 1 
litions, accompanying and following this fe- | 
lemn Action, are the Spiritual End, Purpoſe, | 
and Effect, whereof the Inſtitution is intended 
as a Means. In this Celebration, both Miniſter BY 
and People do the very ſame Thing, excepting af 
that the one is wiſely and properly the ap- Wl 
pointed Officer for the more methodical Perfor- — 
mance in the Manner of doing it. Il 
How infipid now are his Expoſiulations upon Ji 
this Head? Is not this Cup ſtill to be bleſs d#? 1 
Can ſome bleſs, and not others? If all humane 
heneclictions are to be deſpiſed, why do we keep 
j the ſame Solemnity * Yes, the Sacrament of f 
the Lord's-Supper is {till to be adminiſtred ; ' 
ind it may be rightly and duly, devoutly and 
ceptably adminiſtred, by Hands that know 
no more of Uninterupted Succeſſion, than they 
0 of Conjuring Bread and Wine into ſomething 
they were not before. Again, Pag. 29. in the 
„ — ſame 
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ſame crude manner, he alks, Why can we not 
change the Sacraments ? And, Pag. 25. The 
rejetting of huinane Benedidtions and Admini: 
trations is giving up the Sacraments ; for they 
are all Inſtitutions by the ſame Authority, viz, 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Well, Sir, there is no 
changing of Sacraments ; that's plain: But! 
perceive we may add to their Number, without 
the leaſt Crime. For what has your Friend 
done by Epiſcopal Confirmation and Ordination, 
but made Sacraments of them, in all the true 
and proper Terms of a Sacrament e Laying on 
of Hands he muſt allow to be an outward and 
wiſible Sign; he affirms Spiritual Grace to be 
annexed to it and fignified by it, Cor elſe 10. 
thang is ſignified by it.] He declares it to be | 
as much ordained by Chriſt himſelf, by its be- 
ing Inſtituted by the Holy Ghoſt,” as Baptiſm 
or the Lord's-Supper are, Then 'tis a Means 
whereby Men receive this Grace, in almoſt 
every Page of his Book. And he muſt deny his 
whole Book, if it be not 2 Pledge to aſſure w 
thereof. And whether here be nor Four of the 
Seven Sacraments in full definition, 1 refer him 
to his Catechiſin, All his Reflections to the 
17th Page being of the ſame Stamp, I ſhall re- 
fer you but to one ſpecial one, which, I dare 
promiſe, Mr. Law takes for one of his Maſter 

Strokes. | 
The Biſhop, it ſeems, by denying Aurbori- 
tative, infallible Benediction, to be the Privi- 
lege of fallib!e Men, comes very near, if not 
fully up, to the (Page 13.) great Sin again} 
| & 15 


SY En, 
tbe Holy Ghoſt. And how is this proved? why, 
by 2 connection of two or three Propoſitions, 
that are ſo unlucky as to be every one moft 
notoriouſly falſe, or elſe defective: The great 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſeems, was no- 
thing elſe but] the denial of his Operation in the 
Miniſtry of our Saviour. Quite miſtaken ! the 
Crime is never ſo much as once, in Scripture, 
called a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, but always 
ſtiled, Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and 
it conſiſted in railing, reviling, and contemptu- 
ouſly blaſpheming his Powers exerted by Chriſt, 
and in aſcribing them to the very Power of the 
Devil. Well, but my Lord demes the Opera- 
tions | denies that there are the ſame extraord7- 
nary Operations] of the ſame Spirit in the [ now 
Uninſpired ] Miniſters, whom Chriſt hath ſent. 


Clergy to be infallible Bleſſers, I never heard 
that he has abuſed and blaſphemed them by any 
trages Expreſſions. But now, methinks, if 
the denying ſuch Spiritual Powers to be in 
Chriſts Miniſters, as we plainly ſee not to be 
then, be ſuch a Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
jour Friend ſhould have confider'd, what it 
muſt be to aſcribe and challenge them where 
hey are not. For, ſurely, it muſt be as great 
Crime to fay, the Holy Ghoſt ic, where he 
ot t, as to ſay, he is not where he really is. 
uf 0 that, till Mr. Law can ſhow us Apoſtolical 
hl G2 Inſpira- 


6 
Inſpiration in Uninſpired Men, He is himſelf a 
Sinner againſt the Holy Ghoſt, by his own de. 
nition. But his definition is fo Iuckily Wrong, 
that, I hope, his Sin is pardonable; as coming 
under the proper Denomination of a Sin of 
pure Ignorance. OG 
And ſo I come to his Scrzpture-Proofs out of 
the Old- Teſtament, of a claim of Authoritative 
Benedliction in the [now] Chriſtian Clergy, in 


the ſenſe wherein His Lordſhip does, and all 


undeſigning Men ought to oppoſe it. 

Gen. xx. 7, 17. we read, That Abrabam was 
appointed zo pray for Abimelech; and he prayed 
2mto God, and God healed Abimelech. The Caſe 
was this; © Abraham, with his Wife, travels 
ce to Gerar ; fearful of the Leudneſs of the 


< own Requeſt] interpoſed, by inflicting a mi. 
* raculous Diſtemper upon the King and his 
* whole Court, and warning the King, in 4 
Dream, of the Circumſtances and Conle- 
* quences of the Caſe. The King pleads his 
Integrity, and God allows his Plea to be good, 
in the preſent Caſe, tho upon account of 
* many other Sins, the Puniſhment was but 
* juſt,) and that, upon returning Abrabam nis 
“Wife again, he would cure him. * 

15 | | : (s for 


1 
« for a demonſtration of the ſpecial regard he 
« had to that eminent Prophet, and as an en- 
« couragement to the Imitation of his Virtues, 
« and for procuring him future Reſpect, Safety, 
« and Protection from the King and his Go- 
« vernment, in his now travelling and unſettled 


« Condition, God tells him his Cure ſhould 


© be had upon the Prayer and Interceſſion of 
© Abraham. Which was done accordingly, 
Does it now appear, from this Paſlage, that 
Abimelech's Integrity was not available, when 
it was the very ground and foundation of his 
being healed at all? Had Abraham the Par- 
don put into his hands, becauſe God, for pecu- 
liar Reaſons, was pleaſed, at this time, to an- 
nex the Pardon to his Prayers, as to a meer 
Circumſtance and Condition or did Abraham 


on £ | 
Much the ſame Caſe is that of * 796 and his 
Friends, Job-42. who in their Conference a- 
bout Divine Providence, had utter'd juſt fuch 
kind of Concluſions as our Nomurors do con- 
cerning Chriſtianity 5 unworthy of God, and of 
the Wiſdom and Juſtice of his Government o- 
ver rational Creatures. God convinceth them 
* of their Errors; Fob repents of his too free 
Speeches, and is forgiven : His Friends are 
© reproved for their perverſe and uncharitable 
** Conſtruction of Fob's Afflictions; and they 
* alſo, [no doubt upon their Repentance too} 
* are promiſed a Pardon. But, as a Teſtimo- 
*. Page. 18. , | 
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 abſolve Authoritatively by a Humane Benedicki 


bg 


Fe EL. 
* ny of the Divine Favour to, and Approbation 


< of, this excellent Perſon; and to conciliate 
him a greater Reverence in his Neighbour- 


hood, for the future part of his Life, they 


& ere to obtain it at his Prayers and Interceſ- 
© ſion; or, he was to be the Perſon to officiate 
tc at the Sacrifice they were commanded to 
<« offer up. Therefore take unto you now ſeven 
Bullocks, and ſeven Rams, &c. and my ſervant 
Fob ſhall pray for you; for him will I accept, 
Ver. 8. | 

Foſbua is another Inſtance of that ſort of Be- 
nedliction, which conſiſts in conferring the ſpe- 
cial Gifts 3 to a particular Office. Foſhna 
the Son of 


xxxiv. 9. Now, tho there is another Text in 
Numb. Xxvli. 18. that looks as if the ſame $pi- 


rit had been upon, or in Joſbua, before Moſes 


had laid his Hands on him; [ for it is there, 
Take Foſbua the Son of Nun, in whom IS the 
Spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; | And it 
might be alledged, that the Paſſage of Denre- 


ronomy might be tranſlated, * Therefore Moſes | 


[ by direction] laid his hands on him, viz. in the 
folemn Aſſembly, by way of deſignation to his 


Office, as Succeſſor in the Government to 1u- 
ſes; yet I ſhall not diſpute Criticiſms with 
him, but give it him his own way. But pray 
obſerve the perfect Ent hiſiaſin of his Concluli- 
ons from it. Vas it not as abſurd in the days 


„ 


* See Noldius upon that Particle. 7 Pag. 18. 


of 
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un was full of the ſpirit of Wiſdom, 
Vor Moſes had laid his hands upon him, Deut. 


( 23) 
of Joſbua, for humane hanas to bleſs, as ir is 
now 2 i. e. as abſurd for Inſpired Men to bleſs 
with extraordinary Gifts, as tor Uninſpired ones 
to pretend to it? Did there not, lays he, then 


" lie the ſame Objections againſt Moles, that there 


des now againſt the Chriftian Clergy 2 i.e, the 
{ame Object ion againſt a Prophet, endowed in 
a miraculous manner, in a particular Inftance z, 
2s againſt. them who are never endowed ſo at all? 
Sir, I am not to weary you, and my Reader, 
with any more of theſe reproaches upon common 


Senſe ; but ſhall requeſt you impartially to tell 


me, whether there be not one clear and certain 


| deduction to be made from the three forenamed 
Inlances, viz. That fallible and uninſpired 
Men, under the New-Teſlament, were never 
deſigned to have any Claim of conferring Di- 
vine Grace or Bleſſing, by virtue of an uninter- 
mpted Succeſſion 5 when ſo many more eminent 
Men, in the Old-Teſtament [ if the Old-Teſta- 
ment Inſtances be any thing at all to the pur- 
poſe,] appear to have conferred it, who were 
Succeſſors in Office to no body at all? 

Again, Pag. 19. The 7ewiſh Prieſts were to 
bleſs aut horitatively. Numb. vi. 23, 24, 25. On 
this wiſe ſhall ye bleſs the children of Ifrael, ſay- 
ag. The Lord bleſs thee and keep t 


ond to bleſs in his Name, The Truth is unde- 
Mable ; the Prieſt in waiting was appointed, 
n the former Inſtance, to diſmiſs the Congre- 
ation with a ſolemn Prayer; and in the Je 

: ws H- 


ee, Kc. and 
Deut. xxi. 5. The Prieſt ſhall come near, — for 
them the Lord hath choſen to miniſter unta him, 


( 24 ) 
Inſtance, to recite a Prayer upon a particyly 
Occaſion, [viz. the Caſe of conceal d Murder 
and put it up in the Peoples Name. 

Now, what is hence to be gather'd for the 
Chriſtian Clergy * Why, f This is what is | 
meant by the Authoritative Adminiſtrations if il 
the Chriſtian Clergy, — by way of Benediction ir WW; 
otherwiſe : That they are Perſons whom Gd E, 
hath choſen to miniſter unto him, and to bleſsin MW, 
his Name. Surely, if this were all, the Di. MW; 
pute were at an end, But our Friend hz Mz 
ſomerhing behind that ſpoils all: Chrit ws, WF 
a greater Prieſt than Aaron : Chriſt ſent bis WM, 
Apoſtles as his Father ſent him; ¶ not as Medi. Mt 
ators, I hope! ] They ſent others, as Moſes com. With: 
miſſioned Joſhua : So the Clergy have as divine MW 
2 Call and Commiſſion to their Work, as thiſe ¶ be 
who were called by our Saviour; and are as WMC) 
truly his Succeſſors as the Apoſtles themſelves Mu; 
were. Thus, you fee, tis the Proof of Su- 
ceſſion through a certain Line of Hands, that is 
the Ground whereon to claim all this Bene- 
diction- Privilege. The worſt on't is, again, 
that tho he has provided pretty well for 575. 
ia, (whoſe Commiſſion he compares that of 
Chriſtian Miniſters to,) yet he has left Moſes in 
the ſame Lurch with the foreign Proteſtants ; 
for he had no Line of Prophets to have recourſe 
to, for Impoſition of Hands. 1 50 
Yet, in this manner he gravely goes forward, 
in a pious Surpriſe, that His Lordſhip ſhould 
think * it any way terrifying to the Laity, to 
ms ann 
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be obliged to look upon their Clergy, as aus 


thorized equally with Prophets, Chriſt and his 
4yoſtles ; tho without the leaſt Token of any 


| {uch Credentials as They had: That an Excepti- 


on ſhould be made againſt Theſe Powers of the 


Clergy, from their Frailties and Tnfirmities, com- 


non to the reſt of Mankind; while, at the ſame 
time, theſe Frailties demonſtrate them | with 


reſpect to ſuch Powers} to be upon the Level 


with the reſt of Mankind: That the Apoſtles 


ſhould have a * Treaſure [of Inſpirations ] in 
Earthen Veſſels, to ſhew their excellency ( and the 
Evidences of Chriſtianity] to be of God, and 


wt of Men ; and yet that Men, in whom is nor 


this Treaſure, ſhould be denied the difpoſal of 
that Favour, which alone belongs to G0 D- 
Without which Privilege, it ſeems, there can 
be no longer any || poſitive Inſtitutions of the 
Chriſtian Religion, nor uſe of Clergy to the Flocks, 
nr Sacraments, nor any Means of Grace. 


All that he has ſaid to the goth Page, about 


the derivation of the Sacerdotal Power, being 


but the ſame Things over again; and what I 
have already anſwer d. in this, and in my fir 
Letter: There remains nothing material to be 
conſider d, under this Head, but his remark- 
able and truly Popiſh Argument, whereby to 
prove the aFual uninterupted Succeſſion of a 
certain Line of Ordainers. Quite forgetting, 
at the ſame time, the laſt and true ſtreſs of our 
Queſtion, vis. That, ſuppoſing there had been 
luch a Succeſſion, to the very Time of the Re- 
7 IM Page 23. 1 os Tage 24 8 


Formation, 


" Ta} 
formation, whether yet the Community where. 
in that Succeſſion remained, might not, ought 
not, to have been forſaken, and the Succeſſion 
of Hands therein along with it, if ſuch Or; 
nation could not be had but upon fnful Terms 
and Articles of Communion And whether 
Chriftians, ſo relinquiſhing ſuch a Community, 

or Communities, could have had no Miniſtra. 
tion, no Sacraments, no Grace? To this Hu. 
damental Caſe of Proteſtantiniſin, a clear An- 
ſwer is, and, I believe, will be {till deſpair 
of by Proteſtants, who are ſo in Deed, and not 
in meer Name. 
But to come to his Proof of the Succeſſion, if | 
It ſtands, it ſeems, upon the ſame Evidence 
with the Bible * itſelf. For we could not cal 
oui preſent Bibles the Word of GOD, unleſs ue 
knew the Copies from whence they are taken, were I 5 
Taken from other true Copies, till we come to the f. 
Originals themſelves, No more could we call | 
Any True Miniſters, or authorized by the Hoh v. 
Ghoſt, who have not received their CommiſjunW p, 
- by an Uninterupted Succeſfion of Lawful Ordain- ,, 
ers. Again, As to the Uncertainty of it, tu pl: 
equally as uncertain, as whether the Scripture: 2 
be genuine. There is juit the ſame ſufficient Hi. I he 
ſtorical Evidence for the Certainty of one, as theſe. 
other. And, in his Poſtcript, pag. 100. Chrt- 
ſtianity it ſelf is a Matter of Fact, only conveyed 
to us by Hiſtorical Evidence. ---- And, the belie 
f the Scriptures, as neceſſary to Salvation, i 
equally putting the Salvation of Men upon 4 
„30. | er pn ge 
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Matter of Fad, ſupported by Hiſtorical Evidence 


only, as the. belief of the Uninterupted Succeſſion 


. 
You well know, Sir, I love a Man that will 
ſpeak out. And tho your Friend is now and 


then under a little Diſguſt with us, for being 
fearful of Popiſb Arguments for Clergy-Privi- 


leges; yet, whenever it comes to the puſh, 


| there's not a Diſciple of Ignatius Loyola to be 


found, that would ſtand it more ſtoutly, and 


ſooner make the Authority of Scriprure itſelf 


bend, or break, to ſupport his Cauſe. 

However, being pretty much ufed to this 
Gentleman's Latitudinarian way of ſtating 
Queſtions, it won't be amiſs to try firſt, whe- 
ther there may not be ſome ambipnity in reſerve, 
2s to hig matter. If therefore his Aſertion be, 


1#, That we have as good Hiſtorical Evidence, 


That the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts inſtituted the 
Form of Epiſcopal Government in SOME of 
the Churches planted by them, | which Form 
was afterward continued by the Clergy and 
Peoples Electing other Biſhops to ſucceed thoſe 
who were firſt ordained by the Apoſtles ; as was 
plainly the manner of all the primitive Epiſco- 


be affirmed to be of equal Evidence, as that the 
Canon of Scripture was received by the ¶ Hole 


W Church, it may be granted for True. But if, 


2), His meaning 1s, That there is the ſame 


% Evidence of the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of 


Eiſcopacy, and of the Uninterupted Succeſſion 


| of that Line of Hands, in all Churches foun- 
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pal Churches that we read of; I If this, I fay, 


1 E 

ded by the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and thro 
all ſucceeding Ages, as long as they continued 
Chriſtian Churches, as that the Original Ca- 
non of Scripture was delivered to Chriſtians by 
the Apoſtles and Evangelifts ; then nothing can 
be more dubious; nay, indeed more diredly 
falſe in Fact. And as this muſt be his Mean. 
ing, if he has any Sincerity, or would ſay any 
thing to the purpoſe ; ſo nothing can be wea- 

ker than his Method of proving it. 
For I appeal to every Proteſtant Writing, of 
any Note, againſt Popery, upon the famous Ar- 
ticle of Tradition, Whether the ſame was not 
the very Cafe, in That Matter, as your Friend 
has put it in This, The Papif always alledg'd, Ml 
The New-Teſtament itſelf was but a Thing of . 
Hiſtorical Evidence, which Evidence is owing to ll 1 
the Church : Church-Tradition, therefore, may ¶ it 
be, in itſelf, an infallible and obligatory Thing. D 
Proteſtants replied, That we alſo received the ¶ fi 
Old-Teftament from the fems; but, | tar from th 
allowing that Hiſtorical Evidence muſt needs be He 
as good in one thing, as in another, as Mr. Law WW 
does | they denied that therefore we mutt follow W tri 
their Traditions concerning the Meſſiah, and be- lig 
lieve that ont of Galilee ariſeth no Prophet, and Pr 
fo deny Feſus Chriff, Papiſts tell us, Tis the ¶ the 
Church's Hiſtorical Evidence that puts the diffe- N ot 
rence between true and falſe Books, Copies, &c. I fel 
The Church in Succeſſion, therefore, onght to be I ou 
the ſole Interpreter of thoſe Books, Proteſtants in 
| whatever be meant by the Word Church || 
eſteemed this to be juſt ſuch a Concluſion, , 
” 


( 29 ) 
if one ſhould ſay, That the Clerks of the Rolls 
are the Keepers of the Court-Records ; Thoſe 
Clerks can be choſen only by ſuch or ſuch Aut ho- 
rity; ergo, The Clerks of the Rolls are the only 
Judges of the ſence of thoſe Records ; nor can 
any one be a Clerk there at all, who cannot be 
proved to have had an UNINTERUPTED 
Line of Predeceſſors, ſo legally choſen into his 
| Office ; nay, that there can be no ſuch thing as 
certain and fure Records at all, but by ſuppoſing 

ſuch a conſtant Line of ſuch Keepers." 
Mr. Law ſays | and imagines it beyond all 
Contradiction ), That our belief of Chriſtianity 
i founded ſolely on a Fact, ſupported | as a Fact] 
by Hiſtorical! Evidence. But was ever any thing 
ſo thoughtleſs and unguarded ! Will not the 
Nonjurors themſelves afford ſome Bluſhes for 
ſuch an Expreſſion from the Pen of a Chriſtian 
Divine? Muſt my travelling into Turky, and 
WH finding there a celebrated Fact, the Writing of 
| Wl the Alcoran by Mahomet, ſupported by an He- 
- Wl forical Evidence, and an Uninterupted Recepti- 
n of a vaſt Tract of Countries, make me a 
true Muſſelman £ Is the Evidence of true Re- 
ligion all External? Are there no Internal 
Proofs, of as great, [ nay, of more ruling] Au- 
thority, than that of a Traditional Teſtimony 
of certain Facts? Will even Miracles them- 
elves, tho never ſo ſtriking, never ſo nume- 
tous, even ſeen by the Eye, and unconteſtable 
in their appearance, demonſtrate a Do&rine to 
be from God, or the Worker of them to be his 
5 Meflenger; without conſidering the Nature of 


tbe 


4 5k 
he Meſſage he brings? Nay, Is not the nature 


and tendency of the Doctrine itſelf, one prin- 
cipal Criterion of the real Divinity of his M.. 


racles £ Do not the incomparable Excellency of 


the Goſpel-Dofrines, their great and good De- 
ſigns, as being worthy of the All-perfect Gy, 
as tending to the Peace and Happineſs of hu- 
mane Nature and Society, the wonderful a. 
greement of the New-Teſtament with the Hi. 

ſtory and Propheſies of the Old, and ſuch like 
Circumſtances ; do not zheſe, I ſay, chiefly and 
principally contribute to render the -Evidenc 
of Humane Teſtimony credible and worthy of 
acceptation ? And without theſe, why would 
not ſuch Hiſtorical Evidence equally avail, to 
a truly rational Inquirer, in China, or Turky, 
as in Rome, or Great-Britain? for the Alcoran 
as well as for the New- Teſtament ? 


r Enidence is ſofficient | 


for the Conveyance of any Doctrine or Religion, 
already demonſtrated and committed to Writing. 


that the Line of Miniſterial Hands ſhould ever 
habe been broken, from the Apoſtles to the pre- 
ſent Time. That's to the Purpoſe indeed! Now 
for the Proof. The Reaſon is this; It ha: 


— 
* 


7 
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geen a received Doctrine, in every Age of the 


Church, that no Ordination was Valid, but that 


of @ Biſhop: Che ought to have ſaid, a regular 
Biſhop, regularly Ordaining 7 This Doffrinæ has 
been a conſtant Guard upon the Epiſcopal Swcceſ- 
fon, He ſha'n't but ſay, we will uſe him 
kindly; Where is his PoSITIVE Evidence, 
[ ſuppoſing the Doctrine was always ſuch, ] that 
| this Doctrine was never broken in upon in Pra- 
dice? I wait for the Proof of this very dif- 
ficult Negative. Ah! Sir, there have been ma- 
ny good, nay, more 1mportant and conſtant 
DOCTRINES, received in the Church, that 
have found but very poor Succeſs in Practice. 


ance, Emulations, Strife, Enuyings, &c. ſhould be 


not Biſhops, ſhould Lord it over the Flock; that, 
in particular, Idolatry was ſuch a Sin, that no 
Man can partake of the Cup of the Lord, and 
the Cup of Devils, or Demons ;, that the Wor- 
ip of Angels | and confequently of Saints] was 


4 Head. Could there, therefore, be, was there, 
therefore, no Idolatry,no Saint-Iorſhip, no Lord- 
ing it over God's Heritage? Caſt an Eye into 
that bleſſed Community, wherein 1s the darling 
Reſort of Uninterupted Succeſſion, and what 
becomes of the great Moral Impoſſibility of 
breaking thro a Droctrine, even where it is pre- 
tended to be moſt ſtrenuouſly received??? 
Still, "Tis + morally impoſſible to forge Orders, 


en Page 12. | 
or 
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It was always a Doctrine, That Hatred, Vari- 


avoided as Works of the Fleſh; that none, no 
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a Denial of Chriſtianity, or not holding Chriſt 


(32) 
or to fleal a Biſhoprick. Juſt as impoſſible, 1g 
for a nominal Chriſtain to commit Idolatry, or 
for a Pope to be an Atheiſt, Do not above 
half the World, that call themſelves Chriſtian, 
maintain, at this Day, that we forged our Or- 
ders at the Reformation, nay, and ſtole the 
Bithopricks too? And did our Reformers de- 
fend their Ordination againſt them, by alledg- 
ing, Twas impoſſible, and that twas a received 
DOCTRINE of the Reformation, that with- 
out Biſhops there could be no Ordination, no 
Miniſtry, no Church? . 
Behold, Sir, the Depths into which the un- 
reſtrained Love of Privileges and Powers will M. 
plunge Men! In the Heat of this Fire did Mr, MW} 
Dodwell give up the great and important Article . 
of the Natural Immortality of the Soul: In the . 
very ſame Flame has your Friend proſtituted n 
the Evidence of Scripture itfelf, to the Scorn 
and Laughter of Intidels. | 
And you will do well to advertiſe hun, in- 
to what a ſhameful Poſture he has reduced on- 
of theſe Caſes, by pretending to put it upon | 
the Level with the other. Scripture Canon 
and uninterupted Succeſſion, are both equal) 
evident, as they are an Hiſtorical Fad! II 
impoſlible, Sir: For, the ſame Degree of Hilto-| 
rical Evidence, that will ſerve for the Scripture 
Canon, will never [by his Principles] ſerve tor 
the Unbroken Succe//ion. Tis enough for our 
Canon, that it was received by 20 the Primitive 
Churches, [the beſt Judges of its being te- 
ceived from the Apoſtles, If, afterward, 3 


4 

be ſuppoſed to have been impaired, or even 

loft, in ſome particular Churches; that affected 
| not other Churches then, nor us now. But tis 
quite contrary, in the Matter of Succæſſion. I, 
in any one Church, in any one Age, the Right 
Line was broken, by any Irregularity; the E- 
vidence is quite overthrown : It being impoſſi- 
ble to prove, that ſuch irregular Hands did not 
ſpread themſelves into other Churches, and ſo 


ſorical Evidence for the unbroken Succeſſion of 
Friſcopal Regular Ordainers, muſt [ if it be any 
thing] be far ſuperior in its Expliciteneſs and 
Univerſality, and Moral Certainty, to that of 
the Scriptures. A great Credit to God's Word! 


their Church-Memberſhip, and the Covenanted 
Mercies of Chriſt upon! 

After this Failure in his main Point, upon 
which Mr. Law himſelf profeſſeth to found all 
ie tte reſt of his declamatory Returns upon the 
od Biſhop; I ſhould not uſe you well, nor do 
aſtice to your Taſte of good Reaſoning, ſhould 
liollow him any further upon this Topick. 

Nevertheleſs, tho no Perſon would be more 
- Willing than my ſelf, to excuſe Mr. Law, in 
ive Sins that do ſo eaſily beſet him, vis, the Sins 
ot gnorance; yet I cannot paſs over the Con- 
ents of two or three of his Pages, without 


ing him off without loſs of common Repura- 


E Eminently 


* 


down to all ſucceeding Ages. So that the Hi- 


Acomfortable Bottom for Chriſtians to found 


Oontulting You, who are his Friend, how to 


hn, in Point of Candor, Honeſty, and Good 
Nature. He has ſunk this Great Biſhop, this 


(4) 
Eminently Virtuous Man, this confeſſedly Moſt 
Able Writer, into nothing but a Diſciple of the 
Author of * The Rights of the Chriſtian Church, 
whom he ſtiles, A Scandalous Declaimer againſt | 
the Ordinances of Chrift, and one treated as a 
Free-thinking Infidel, The Biſhop, it ſeems, is 
this Writer's Fo//ower, and a Follower more in- 
decent than his Maſter,  _ 

Could this Writer, this Friend of yours, he 
ignorant of the remarkable Performance of my 
Lord of Bangor, in Defence of Epiſcopal Ordi. 
nation; wherein, in one ſingle Chapter, he hath 
ſaid more for clearing the Diſtin&1on between 
Clergy and Laity, upon the Foot of Scripture, 
Apoſtolical and Primitive Inſtitution, than all 
other Writers, againſt that forementioned Book, 
put together? Wherein is ſuch a clear Anſwer 
to all poſſible Objections, againſt what were 
the real and deſgned Inſtitutions of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, as to Eccleſiaſtical Order and Go- 
vernment; that the Writings of Dr. Hick, 
and the Men of his Spirit, have, in the Sent! 
ment of all ſober Perſons, been efteemed, up- 
on Compariſon, little better than Extravagan- 
_ cies, and Ruins of a good Cauſe by abſurd Ex. 
treams? But ſtill repreſs my ſelf; your Friend 
might be ignorant of the Biſhop's Confjteny 
with himſelf in that Book, and now in hs 
Preſervative and Sermon. Such an unhapy} 
Man as Mr, Law, might indeed think, that 
the Biſpop's affirming God's final Pardon, Grait, 
end Favour, not to be authoritatively commits 
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io the Hands even of inſpired I much leſs of un- 


inſpired and Fallible] Men, ſignified the ſame 


thing with, No Mens being authorized to preach 
and admini/1er ar all, roward the Salvation 0 

their Brethren, i. e. That, becauſe the Apoſtles, 
| by Chriſt's Authority, ordained Miniſters, | Pa- 
13, Overſeers, Rulers, Biſhops, call them as you 
pleaſe ;] therefore there could be no Miniſters 
of the Word and Sacraments, but what were 
upon the Level with Cbrift and his Apoſtles. 


* 
f ” * 


n r. 
Of AB SOLUTION. 


Othing can, I think, be more clear and 
explicit, than His Lordfhip has been in 
his Expreſſions upon this Article. The Aut ho 
ritative Abſolution diſclaimed by him, | and by 


all but Papiſts] is, * an infallible Abſolution 


claimed by fallible Men, aſſuming to themſelves 
« Power of abſolving particular Perſons, ſo as 
thoſe particular Perſons may certainly depend up- 
on that Abſolution, as coming from thoſe, who 
end in God's ſtead, and whoſe pronouncing or 
denial of Abſolution, affe&s the State of Men, as 
0 God's Favour or Anger. Upon This the Biſhop 


las, moſt juſtly, fixt thoſe Conſequences, which 


prove it to be a preſiumptuous Claim: To which 
Lonſequences I refer you. But, To repreſent 
; Melery, pag. 91, 92. RE — — 
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(35 5) 
the Conditions of God's Pardon | or Abfolution) 


o the Morldʒ; to declare thut all Sinners, coming 


rp 70 heſe Conditions, are Abſolved: This kind 


of 44/,\::im, he declares to be à part, | fil 


non, i jormerly, a part] of the Office of Mi. 


rifiers, to be Ne to any particular Penitent 
conditionally, Which, in brief, is this. Par. 
Aon, or Abſolution, is God's Act alone; his Ai. 


ni/ters neither do, nor can, in any other Senſe, 


confer it, than by declaring or repeating the 
Conditions of it, already fixed by God himſelf, 

In Oppoſition to this, how does Mr. Liv 
behave? Why, he ſpends no leſs than Thiry 
Pages, in miſunderſtanding, and ſo | in his won- 
ted Way] contradicting every Part of it. And 
yet, in ſome of thoſe Pages, where he is ſo 
kind as to give my Lord's Senſe in his own 
clear Words, he gives all up again, by deciz- 
ring *, the Biſhop could name no one Church if 
England Man that ever taught ſuch Romantict 


| DoGrine, any ſuch Abſolutions as the Biſhop had 


been confuting ; that His Lordſhip had deſcribed 


- a Power, which could be no more maintained 


than the Worſhip of the Sun or the Moon. Ani 
then follows another Page of Expoſtulat ion, 
contrary to the very Tenor of all the Object. 
ons made againſt the Biſhop thro' his whol: 
Book. Reaſon, Church, and Scriptures in . 
bundance, are all againſt His Lordſhip ; aud 
yet ſtill, when he is taken in his own 7 
Meaning, he fights, it ſeems, without an Ad. 
r | 85 
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moſt proper for them. 


that, whatever Authority is, or 


E 

What can be done with this ſort of Diſpu- 
tants? Give them leave to pervert the Senſe of 
their Adverſary, they conclude and confute 
like Furies: Set his real and plain Senſe before 
their Eyes, they call him impertinent for ſpeak- 
ing Truth. 

But, for the ſake of others, whom the Art- 
ful Abuſe of Scripture Paſſages 15 moſt eſpeci- 
ally apt to miſlead, I ſhall here bring all the 
Paſſages he alledges, into fair Examination; 
and then deal by his Reaſonings, from the 
Things themſelves, in the ſhort Way that is 


"To confirm this great Truth, Chi Forgive 
eſs of Sins. 


ever was delegated to any one upon Earth, ſtill 


| the Ad of pardoning Sins is God's own AR, and 


muſt come from his 9wn hands, the Biſhop re- 
ters us to our * Saviour himſelf, who, in the 
Caſe of the fick Man, Matth. ix. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Mark 11. 9, To. by declaring his Sins were for- 
given, and that the Son of Man hath Power on 
Earth to forgive Sins, might be juſtly Juppoſed 
to mean either a Power of miraculouſly re 

the Man of his Diſtemper, | which the Fews, a- 
preeably to their common Opinion in ſuch Mat- 
ters, look d upon as a Puniſhment of ſome Sinz.Jor 
ziſe Tat the utmoſt] the Power of Declaring only, 
tat the SIN itſelf was alſo forgiven, Either, 
or both of theſe Acceptations, have the Scripture 
Language to ſupport them; where the Word 
Sin, bearing Sin, &c. are promiſcuoully uſed, 
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© Prelery, Pag. 74. 
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either for the Gilt or the Puniſbment of it; and 
ſometimes it expreſſeth only the Puniſhment or 
Effect, without the Guilt; as when our Saviour 
is faid to be made Sin for us, i. e. @ Sacrifice 
and our Iniquity, 1. e. our Puniſhment, to be laid 
on him. As to the Man in this Paſſage, our 
Saviour's declaration, hat he had || or ſhould 


certainly have] bis Sin forgiven, [in both ſenſes | ö 


if you pleaſe, ] was founded in his ſupernatural 
knowledge of the good diſpoſition of the Perſon, 
whereby he was infallibly aſſured, that the 
Man's coming up to the Terms of Forgiveneſs, 
entitled him to a Forgiveneſs from God. Ver.2, 


Feſus ſeeing their Faith, ſaith, —Son, thy Sins be | 
forgiven thee. This way of expreſſing it, faith 


the Biſhop, Thy Sins A RE forgiven thee, was 
plainly to ſignify as much as, G OD bath for 
given thee, to keep up that true Notion, That 
GOD alone forgiveth Sins. By no means, 
{aith our Friend: The Context ſhows the 


Words to ſignify, That Chriſt had * Himfelf 


this Power, was inveſted with this Power, and 
claims it expreſly. By which muſt be meant 


thus much, or nothing; That Chri# claimed 


this Power, as inherent in Himſelf, indepeu- 
aently, and underived :, and that he forgave in 
his own Name, tho tis certain he did every 
thing in another's Name. 
But let us ſtate the Context of the whole 
_ EE: 8 
Matth. ix. 2. Mark ii. 3, 4. A Paralytick 


is brought, in his Bed, through the Roof of 


: N * Page 59. 


* rho 


r 

« the Houſe: Jeſus ſeeing his [and his Friends} 
« Faith, [to be what God required in order to 
« forgiveneſs of the Guilt of Sin, and to ren- 


| « der him a fit Object of a miraculous Releaſe 


« from a Diſeaſe, which his Friends took to 
« he the Puniſbment of ſome Sin] tells him, 
« Thy Sins are forgiven thee, 
Matt. ix. 3. Mar. ii. 6, 7. The Scribes ac- 
« cuſe him | as they were ever ready to do, up- 
« on any Expreſſion that would poſſibly bear 
« bad Conſtruction, ] of blaſphemouſly claim- 
« ing the Privilege belonging ſolely to God. 
« Who can ¶ properly, and of himſelf ] forgive 
« Sins, but God alone e 3 
Matt. ix. 4. Mar. ii. 8. Feſus— ſaid, where- 


| fore [reaſon ye] think ye evil in your heart & 
| that is, How malicious is this your Accuſa- 


* tion? Have I, in any fair Conſtruction, ar- 
© rogated to my ſelf any Prerogative of the 
Great God? All I have ſaid, is, The Man's 
Sins ARE forgiven him. Now, tho' all For- 
« oiveneſs is indeed from God, yet it can be 
* no preſumption in One, who is empower d 
* of God, to know ſuch as be qualified for his 
* Forgiveneſs, and commiſſioned to declare it 
*to them, to tell ſuch an one as this Man, 
* with Authority, that he is forgiven. 
Mat. x. 5. Mar. ii. 9. For whether is it eaſier toſay, 
thy fins are forgiven thee z or to ſay, ariſe—and 
walk, i. e. As to the manner of Expreſſion, 
* tis nothing but what your own Language, 
and the nature of the thing, will vindicate: 


For is it not the ſame thing to declare a Man's 


- ” —_ —— 


— 


(40) 


« Sin [Guilt] is forgiven, which was the occa. 
« fjon of his Puniſhment ;, as to declare his Pu. 
e niſhment is taken off, which was the effect of 
4c his Sin £ He that can do the one, can do the 


&© other. 5 8 24 
Mat. ix.6. Mar. 11.10. But that ye may Enoꝛs the 


Son of Man hath power on Earth to forgive fins, 


« But indeed I choſe to expreſs my ſelf thus, 
ec that I might take occaſion, from your per- 
cc verſe abuſe of my Words, ro tell you plainly, 


* and let you ſee, that the Meæſſiab is empower d 


cc of God, both miraculouſly to take off the 
“ Temporal Puniſhments of true Penitent Be- 
& ljevers, and alſo to know the Repentance of 
ce their very Hearts, and accordingly to de- 
&« clare them pardon'd of their Sin and Guilt, 
* And thus you ſhall ſez God confirming my 
« Sentence of Abſolution, by my immediate 
cc Cure of this Perſon. Then ſaid he to the 
fick of the Palſy ;, ariſe, take up thy bed. 

I ſubmit it to all judicious Interpreters, whe- 
ther I have, in the leaſt, impair'd the Senſe of 
our Lord, in this Paraphraſe ; or, whether the 
whole Connection of it be not clear and perfect, 
by underſtanding theſe Phraſes, Thy Sins are 
forgiven thee, and, The Son of Man hath Power | 
upon Earth to forgive Sms, to be DECLARATIVE 
only of God's Forgiveneſs, by the Möuth and 
Miniſtry of Chri#. Nay, I might further ap- 
peal to the 1 Learned World, whether 
it be not moſt agreeable to the conſtant Sil? 
of the bleſſed Feſus ; who declared, He did 


nothing of himſelf, but as the Father 18 him 


T 
| CoOMMANDMENT: That He came in bis 
FaTHER's NAME: That even af Men are 
1% Worſhip him, only upon this Account, That 
the Father hath committed all Fudgment, | Ke i- 


ov 95 wx4, hath Conferr'd, Delegated the Ad- 


miniſtration of Fudgment) to the Son. | 

But how comes Mr. Law to be ſo eager a- 
gunſt bis Notion 2 O! there's a vaſt Advan- 
nge in it againſt His Lordſhip. For, the 
Suppoſal of Chriſt's Forgiveneſs of Sins in this 
Manner of Declaration only, 1s to deny the 
Divinity of Chriſt, For you mult take it 


clear] that the Denial of the Divinity of Chriſt, 
sthe [ ſame and nothing elſe but] denying him 
| the Supremacy, Unorigination, and Independency 
of the Self-exiſtent Father. * If he be not 
God, in this very Senſe, then he is a Creature; 
nay, hon the Level with thoſe very Creatures 
which he himſelf | by the Power of God hath 
created, The Biſhop fays, Chriſt is our King ; 
jet, ſays Mr. Law, it ſeems he cannot pardon 
bs own Subjects, Now I believe the Biſhop 
e Will ſay alſo, That He is God's King, the 


i, ing whom God hath ſet upon his holy Hill of 


Son. Our Lord himſelf ſays, The Father is 
cr Wis God and our God, The Biſhop fays, Chriſt 
VE Is our Head; Mr. Law forgets, that the Head 
nd of Chriſt is God, he 3 

. There's no tracing this Man thro all his 
Freaks, Take, therefore, the Bithop's Argu- 
nent in the Form Mr. Law is pleaſed to put it 


Ls 
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for granted, Cor elſe my Lord may come off 


F into; 


1 (42) 
into; and then III give you the Subſtanee of 
his own, which is much worth your Acceptance, 

my [ Chriſt has affirmed, that he hath Power to 

e forgive Sins; but his Way was to ſay, Thy 

& Sins are forgiven thee; therefore Chriſt had 

*« not Power to forgive Sius. Q, E. D. Thus 
my Lord is made to argue. 

No for your Friend.“ Chriſt forgave Sins, | 
eas God forgives Sins; Chriſt gave his 4po/{le: 

“His Power; the Apoſtle gave it to the Corin- 

eg hians, ſaying, Io whom ye forgive, I forgive 

e alſo; therefore the Corinthians | Laity and 

* Clergy together] forgave Sins, as God for- 

gives Sins. Q. E. D. But to proceed. MI 

The Arofiles His Lordſhip underſtands the 4. 
Remiſſion of poſtles to have been in the ſame M' 
Sms. , Manner the Declarers of Chriſt's | 

Terms of Forgiveneſs, as Chriſt himſelf was 
of thoſe of the Father; that they had Power 

from him Cin bis Name) to lay Hands upon the 

ſick and miraculouſly heal them; which, in the 
FZewiſh Language, was called, Remi//on of Sin, 
or of the temporal Puniſhment thereof; but, 
when taken in its utmo# Acceptation, | in the 


Caſe of Penitents, known to be truly ſuch, ] is 
it included alſo a final Remiſſion of the Gui, 
it ſelf. In the letter of which Caſes, thelfſ. 
Knowledge of the 4potles being extraordinary h 
and infallibly communicated to them by GO, © 
they could be no other than DECLARERS of * 
His Pardon, to ſuch particular Men; nor wal : 
— — — —äZm2i— Ulle. 
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their Remiſſion, at all any Deciſion or Determi- 
nation of their own, 
That the Apoſtles, poſſibly, might, and did, 
remit, or heal, ſome Perſons, in pure Confir- 
mation of their own Divine Miſſion, without 
any previous Knowledge of, or Reſpe& to, the 
Penitency or Faith of the Patients, 1 think is 
| plain from ſuch Inſtances as that of Publius, 
and others, in the Iſle of Malta; of whoſe 
Civility to the Shipwrack'd Apoſtle we read, but 
nothing of their Conver/zons See Afts xxviii. 8, 
irc. My Lord indeed ſays, that of the Apoſtles 
| uplying it to the certain | ſpiritual] Abſolution 
of particular Perſons, we read nothing, that he 
bm G; i. e. no particular Inſtances, by Name 
expreſſed. But I humbly apprehend, St. Fames's 
Words are generally expreſſive of Remiſ/ron, in 
wh the forementioned Senſes: Fam. 5. 14, 15, 
-»M any fick among you? Let him ſend for the 
% * Elders of the Church, | inſpired Miniſters ] 
nend let chem pray over him; — and the Prayer 
in % Faith, [of the inſpired Miniſters praying 
at tor a Perſon, whom they know 20 have Faith 
hel i be healed, ] ſhall ſave the Sick, and the 
% | Lok D ſhall raiſe him up; | from his Sick- 
ie neſs; ] and if be hath committed Sins, they 
then [their Guilc, as well as preſent Puniſhment, ] 
in Lupon his ſincere Repentance ] be forgiven 
ob in, | by the ſame LORD. 3 
soll Still it is, I think, very plain, that Ræmiſſion 
wall Sine was an Expreſſion equivalent with that 
ii Laying Hands on the Sick, for the Cure of 
Vileaſes z and the latter, as being the viſible 
RE 5 and 


; ; 


hei 


(44) - 
and remarkable Z»/zzn of Authority from 
Chrift, might be the Thing principally atten. 
ded to by the Apoſtles, at the Commiſſion given 
them to remit or retain Sins. For the clearing 
whereof, I ſhall here give you the Commiſſin | 
of our Lord to his Apoſtles, at his laſt parting 
with them, as repreſented by the four Evange- 
lifts, at his ſeveral Appearances to, and Confe- 
rences with them, between the Time of his 
Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion. 
Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. St. Matthew is 
very ſhort; and ſums up the whole in Two 
Articles. Al Power | of Governing, Par- 
« doning, and Saving Mankind, ] zs Given 
&« unto Me. Go ye into all the World and preach 
« the Goſpel. —— Teaching them to obſerve | 13 
* the Terms of Remiſſon of Sins] all Things 
* that I haue COMMANDED you. And lo 
by the Holy Ghoft, which 1 will ſend to 
% You, to enable you for the difficult Work 
* of propagating My Goſpel to the finful | 
World, J am with Yon, [and will in due Pro- 
portion of Aid and Aſſiſtance, be with thoſe | 
© who SUCCEED You in the true and faithful 
& preaching of my Religion,] always to the end 
« of the World. 2 | 

« St. Mark | Chap. xvi. 15, 16, 17.] expreſ- 
e {eth their whole Commiſion, firſt, by Preach 
ing; and then [after other Miracles recited] 
* by the Power of Remi//ion of Sins, in the very 
* Phraſe alone of Laying Hands on the Sick, 
and they ſhall recover, Nay, in the next 
« Verſe, he expreſſes the Manner 2 
; | % GOD 


C1. 

Go confirmed the Word of their Preaching, 
«of their Forgiveneſs of Sins, Oc. ] viz, by 
Signs [or Miracles] following. | 

St. Luke [ Chep. xxiv. 47, 48, 49. | Words 

« their Commiſſion | as to the very Thing we 
« zre upon] thus, That Repentance and Remiſe- 
% fon of Sins [the Terms of them] ſhould be 

« PREACHED, in His NAME, among all 

« Nations. „ ” | 

And St. Luke again, in the Ads, Chap. i. 8. 
uſes ſtill the ſame ſhort and comprehenſive 

Phraſe of [ Miraculous] Power. But ye ſhall 


receive Power, after that the Holy Ghoſt is 


come upon you, to be Witneſſes unto me [of 
c the Truth of my Religion] viz. by working 
as fuch Miracles as that of Curing the Diſenſed. 
95 From hence, if the Words of St. Fohn, 
ICh. xx. 22, 23.] Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, 
to whoſe Sins ye remit they are remitted, and _ 

Sint ye retain they are retained ; be not ſuffi- 
clently explained in this Senſe, vis. * The 
* miraculous Powers I have formerly confer- 
*red upon You, my Diſciples, for the Preach- 
ing and Confirmation of my Doctrine, while 
* I was preſent with you, ſhall not be loſt by 
*my Abſence, but, by the Influence of the 
* Holy Ghoſt, ſhall be continued to, and in- 
*creaſed upon you. You ſhall go on 1n heal- 
ing Diſeaſes, in an Inſtant, by a Word of 
© your Mouths, in Confirmation of your Do- 
ctrine; you ſhall, in general, declare to 
Mankind, by expreſs Commiſſion, the Terms 
rein” on which their Sins ſhall be pardon'd of _ 3 
| Ts Hap "FONT and, 


& and, in particular Tnſtances, where you ſhall 
« be enabled by ſpecial Inſpiration, to know 
© the real Repentance of Mens Hearts you 
& ſhall pronounce inch Men abſolveæd from their 
„Sins; GOD contirming your Sentence of 44. 
ce ſolution, by the inſtant Recovery of ſuch Fer. 
“ ſons, if diſeaſed; or ratifying it by the Te. 
nor of my Goſpel, if they be not Objects of 
“ ſuchparticular and extraordinary Compaſſion 
as to Temporal Forgiveneſs. If thete Things, 
I fay, compared together, be not a ſufficient 
Warrant for His Lordſhip's Interpretation of 
the Apoſtles Abſolution, as Declarative only of | 
God's remitting Sins, in the Notion of Gil: ; 
] ſhall deſpair of ever underſtanding the New 
Teſtament-Language in any Point whatever. 
Judge now, Sir, how pertinent your Friends 
Exceptions againſt this, are: * Is this poſſible 2 
ſays he, Then it is poſſtble the Apoſtles took nothing 
at all to be now given them, for they had the Power | 
of Healing Diſeaſes before. Of healing Diſeaſes 
before! Yes, and of preaching Repentance, and 
declaring Remiffion of Sins, upon Repentance, | 
too. Ard even ſoon Baptiſt himſelf had a 
general Power of Declaring Abſolution, when 
He alſo Preached the Doctrine of Repentance for 
the Remiſſion of Sins. For, in fine, the Apoſtles, 
as to their main O/7ice, did but the ſame Things, 
after our Lord's Aſcenſion, as before it. Only 
what they wanted, at his departure from them, 
was a full and aFual aſſurance of the Continu- 
ation of the ſame Powers, in Meaſures ſuitable 
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| This he ſuppoſes the Biſhop to un- 


C23) 


to their great Work, after their Lord had left 


them. And this is what Chriſt gave them a 


Pledge of, when, at his laſt Interview with 
them, He breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive 
je the Holy Ghoft; whoſe Sins ye remit, they are 


| remitted. 


Mr. Law ſends us next to thoſe Eran 
Paſſages about the Power of the + arſe. 
Keys, and of Binding and Loofing, a 2 
derſtand in the very ſame, | and no other] ſenſe 
but in that of Ræmitting Sins, by way of Healing 


Diſeaſes, Whereas His Lordſhip has not one 


Word to countenance that Aſſertion. | 
But to examine the Two Paſſages where this 
is mentioned, and to give your Friend the ut- 


moſt advantage he can make of them, in order 


to the Confutation of himſelf. - 
Chriſt's giving the Keys of the Kingdom of 

Heaven, is ſo eaſy and intelligible a * of 

Speech, that one would be aſhamed to find any 


one perverting it, unleſs it be a Papiff, The 
Kingdom of Heaven, or the Church of the 


Meſſiah, being compared to a Building, and a 
Houſe ; admiſſion is given into it, upon certain 
Terms and Conditions. The Apoſtles were the 
Oficers, who were from Chriff, as Chrift was 
from God, appointed to declare theſe Terms, 
and invite Men to enter in upon theſe Terms, 
and only upon them. This is to have the Keys 
of the Militant Kingdom, or Church of Chrift, 
8 introductory to his Kingdom of Glory and 
Happineſs. An Office which aft Miniſters da 
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(48) | 
properly exerciſe, who truly . preach Chri/7s 
Goſpel, and convert any Sinner, by perſwa- 
ding him to come up to its Terms. 
Binding and Loofing is a Phraſe, applied ei- 
ther to Things or Perſons. Things are {aid to 
be hound upon us, or looſed, by being declared, 
or made Obligatory, or not Obligatory ;, ſuch as 
Rules, Ordinances, or Determinations. So, in 
the Fewiſh Language, to bind or looſe, is, to 
forbid or allow a thing. Perſons are ſaid to be 
bound or looſæd, by either being obliged to, or 
excuſed from, ſuch or ſuch Things or Actions, 
or bound to or looſed from the Guilt or Puniſh. 
ment [or both} due to, or actually inflicted on 
them for Sins. Inſtances of each of theſe Ac- 
ceptations are fo common to every Learned 
Reader, that I ſhalt be excuſed the Trouble of 
giving the Particulars. The Queſtion is, in 
which of them it is moſt natural to underſtand 
the two now cited Paſſages of the Goſpel. 
Matth. xvi. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Upon 7e. 
& fizs his defiring his Diſciples to tell him 
freely, who they thought him to be, Peter 
“ firſt and moſt courageouſly declared, he be- 
“ heved him to be the True Mæſſiab, who was If « 
H ſent" to declare the whole and laſt Will of 
God to Mankind: Thou art Chrift, the Sonof i « 
the Living God. Pleaſed with this Confeli!- I « 
on, Feſus ſaid, Bleſſed art thou, Simon; and « 
* 1 alſo ſay unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon. 
* this Rock will I build my Church, and the Gates 
* of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it that 1s, 
By your Continuance in this good Confeſſion, 
He « you 


Friends; Acts x. 7. 


( 49 ) 

« you ſhall eminently be what your Name ſi g- 
« nifies, a ROCK, or chief STONE, an un- 
« ſhaken Profeſſor of my Truth, after I am 


a aſcended ; the firſt Stone, or the ſtrong Rock 


« on which I will begin to build my Church 
and Religion amongſt the Gentiles, whoſe 
« fincere Converſion ſhall entitle them to the 
« Privilege of overcoming * Death, and riſing 
« zg4in to Immortal Life. And I will give 
thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven : i. e. 
« Tho' the reſt of my Apoſtles be commiſſioned 
« to declare to Mankind, the Terms of admiſ- 
& fon into my Church, and of obtaining Par- 
don and Happineſs ; yet it ſhall be your par- 
« ticular Priviſevs, to open the firſt door of Faith 
© 79 the Gentiles, by gathering Diſcyples out of 
«|| chem. And whatever thou ſhalt bind on 
Fart, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and what- 
ever thou ſhalt looſe, &c. i. e, And whatever 
« Ordinances, Rules, and Directions you fhall, 
* by the aſliſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, make and 
* eftablifh, for the regular Settlement and Edi- 
fication of the Churches you gather from 
* amongſt the Gentiles, you ſhall have God's 
Power and Authority to ratify and confirm. 
In Matth. xviii. 18. The Privilege of 
Binding and Looſing is given to All the Di- 
* ſciples, to whom Jeſus directs his Diſcourſe 
* in that Chapter; and ſeems very plainly to 


1 


f The Gates of Kell, It p be rendred; The Gates ¶ er 
ewver..of-che rare. 5 = 
| Which was fulfilled by the Converſion of Cornelius and his 
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(40) 
< be meant of the whole Congregation's Cen. 
* ſuring and excluding obſtinate Offenders from 
&« the Chriſtian Society,, _ 
Ver. 15, &c. If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt 
&« thee, tell him his Fault between thee and him 
& lone. But if he will not hear thee, tale one 
« or two more; and if he neglectæ to hear then, 
« f obftinately perſiſts in his ſcandalous Inju- 
ee {tice, ] tell it to the Church; | acquaint the 
* whole publick Aſſembly with it.] But if he 


£ 


A 


ay! 


cc him be unto thee as an Heathen Man and a 
„ Publican, { let him be cenfured as a deſpe- 
e rately incorrigible Sinner; and have no more 
„ to do with him.] 
Ver. 18. © Verily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
«© ye {ball bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Hea- 
ven, and whatſoever ye [ball looſe, Sc. | What- 
e ſoever ye ſhall, in ſuch Caſes as theſe, de- 
termine, agreeably to theſe my Directions, God 
de will ratify and confirm; and enable you to 
* appear to be indeed and effectually the Decla- 
* zers of bis Will. ; 
Here tis moſt apparent, that all the Efet 
upon the Man's Spiritual Eſtate or final Condi- 
tion, was from God, and not at all from the 
Cenſure of the Church the Impenitent Offen- 
der being out of God's Favour, whether the 
Church had cenſured him or no. See the Bi- 
ſhop's Anſwer to the Committee, p. 37, 38. 
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neglects the Church, [contemns the Rebuke | 
« and Admonition given him before many, ||| let | 


4 
Let your Friend now ſhow any evident de- 
fect in theſe Paraphraſes | which are agreeable . 
to the Judgment of the Learnedft Criticks that 
[know of ;] or elfe let him look over his own 
ridiculous Paraphraſe * of them, built upon 
his own Suppoſition of the Biſhop's taking theſe 
Phraſes to mean nothing but a Power of curing 
| Diſeaſes, Which if my Lord had done, none 
of bis Quibbles could have taken place againſt 
His Expoſition. He that is a Leper upon Earth, 
is not a Leper IN Heaven; but his Leproſy 
may be FROM Heaven ſurely. *Twere an 
Abſurdity f worthy of Mr. Law] to ſay, || When 
yu have healzd a Man upon Earth, I will heal 
lin in Heaven, But to ſay, ¶ Whomſoever you 
ſhall find to be a proper Object of ſuch a miracu- 
hus Reſtoration, you ſhall have Power From 
Heaven to perform it upon him,] is no Abſurdi- 
t- , but a Senſe ſo clear, that no body but a 
e- Declaimer (who did it Induſtriouſly) could have 
od Mwuoided irt. : 
to MW The Biſhop ſays, That wherever the Apo/tles 
la. Wire ſuppoſed to have declared a certain Remiſ- 
fon of any Man's Sins, [ Guilt as well as Pu- 
ect Nuſbment] they infallibly knew his znward Dif 
di- Nooſtian, and God's own Pleaſure concerning 
him. May ſoe ſays this Gentleman, Is not 
baptiſm alſo deſigned for remiſſion of Sins, and 
any fuch ſupernatural knowledge required to- 
Nerd Baptizing a Man? As much as to ſay; 
not a meer External Sign of one's embraciz 
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T1 
the Faith and being a Chriſtian, the ſame thing 
as being inwardly and mae a Chriſtian } All 


who gave the Signs, or made declaration of their 
Repentance, were Baptized, or externally re. 
_ ceived into the Church; but none were, or could 
be declared to have their Sins [actually] blotted 
out, but ſuch as ?nwardly and really were what 
by Baptiſm they pretended to be. Of which 
the Apoſtles are known, in many Caſes, to have 
been Judges; bur whether in all Converts or 
no, we know not. 

One Witticiſin more, and I preſume you have 
enough. Chriſt »m## mean ſomething more 
than, God wo thee, by ſaying, thy Sins ar; 
forgiven thee « For if I tell a Debtor, Thy 

ths are e thee, do I not forgi. de then 
. ? Yes, if you be the Creditor : But God i 
the Creditor, Sr, and, Thy Sins ARE forgi- 
ven thee, are the Stile of a Meſſenger ; for 
Chriſt was the Meſſenger of the Father, and 
came in his Name - Even as the Apoſtles were 
the Meſſengers of Chriſt, and uſed no other 
Stile but this, This is the Meſſage that we te. 
ceived from him, 1 John i. 5. and iii. 11. Few! 
Antagoniſts, beſide ſuch as Mr, Lew, would 
have attacked a Learned and Serious Writer, 
with ſuch Attempts at Mit, as are too numetous, 
in this Letter, to be worth the notice cither 
oF His Lordfbip ; or of the meaneſt Second he 

as. | 


F Pag. 63. 


( 53 ) 
of CuUacn-COoMMUNION: 


x 7 OUR Friend having ſaid no one thing 
4 by way of Argument, but what is already 
anſwered, and fully obviated in my * former 
Letter; and by what His Lordſhip hath, fince 
that, with an advantage peculiar to Himſelf, 
replied to the || Committee, upon this Article; 


Remark or two upon his old Artifice of con- 
founding Queſtions, and then come to his Pra- 
dical Part. „„ . 
The Biſhop had, with perfect demonſtration, 
1 armed, That a Neceſſuy of being of one par- 
er ticular External Communion, or of agreeing 
ad wich one particular Ser of Clergy, ſo as to put 
ae Hernal Salvation upon it, is to put even the 
ber moſt Conſcientious Man under inextricable 
„„ Pifticulties : As in the Inſtance of Mr. Nelſon, 
who, it ſeems, could not but Communicate 
ua ith ſome of the Church of England; wherein 
ter, ether Nonjurors declared him out of God's Fa- 
ous. Ml dur, This is an Argument ad Hominem, 
hell Not at all, ſays our Logician, What 2 F is 

% Church-Communion neceſſary, becauſe ſome 
Mens Conſciences will not let them comply? that 
ls, May it not be neceſſary for you and me to be 


— 


+ See iſt Letter under the Article of Sincerity. ; | 
|| Bithop's Anſwer, Pag. 92, 94, to 114. T Pag. 71, 72, . 
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[ ſhall trouble you with nothing more, than a 
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| ſelves to believe them or no. What infinite Con. 


Grounds of Perſwaſion? 


76. ſtill ſuch a Thing as Colour, tho ſome Peo- 


to any Man who cannot [ after his utmoſt and 
impartial Examination] ſee that Neceſſity. 


( 34 ) 

of CHRIST's Communion; tho it may be again} 
our Conſcience and Obligation, to be of this 9 
that Viſtble Society, which claims our Compliance? 
A mighty Queſtion! Again; The Truths of 
CHRIST's Religion have the ſame Nature and 
Obligation, whatever our Opinions of them are, 
and thoſe that are neceſſary to be believed, con- 
tinue to be ſo, whether we can perſuade ow 


fuſion and Abſurdities are here! Is, or can, 3. 
ny thing be neceſſary, to any Man, but ſo far as 
there are offered to that Man reaſonable 


Your Friend's own Compariſon by which he 
endeavours to illuſtrate his Point, is an abſo- 
lute Confutation of it. There is, ſays he, pag. 


ple cannot ſee; and ſuch a Thing as Sound, tho 


ſome Men be deaf. True; there is ſo, in the 


general Nature of Things. But, as there nei- W 
ther is, nor can be, ſuch a Thing as Colours to Wt 
the Blind, or Sounds to the Deaf; ſo there nei- Wa 
ther is, nor can be, any Nece//iry of joining Wi! 
with this or that Particular Viſible Communion, 


Indeed I am forced to hear ſome People [I 
am aſhamed to ſay, Some Divines] thus argue. 
Truth, is Truth; Truth, is but one; They that 
have not this Truth are in Darkneſs and Error; 
and have no Hopes of Salvation, May we not 
Fto the Eternal Confutation of ſuch Men] as 


truly ſay, Conſcience is Conſgience ; Every _ 
Yo” 2 
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| 4s but ONE Conſcience; and he that is not 
ſaved by that one Conſcience, can be ſaved by no 


body's elſe © Theſe therefore, are the Deluſions 


will not ſuffer to diſtinguiſh between being in 
Communion with CHRIST, and in Communion 
with a Particular Sett of Chriſtian Profeſſors; 
between Triuh abſolutely in its own abſtracted 


Salvation, with Reſpect to their ſeveral Capa- 
cities and Opportunities of knowing and em- 
bracing it. For, to conclude, Tis a Hereſy a- 
rainſt Common Senſe, againſt the Nature of 
Things, and of God, and of all Religion, to 


belief of any Truth, but in Proportion to the 
- W Abilities, and Faculties, and Capacities of 
hem to whom it is propoſed, 


i- W Mr. Law, having made himſelf merry in his 
to bn Imagination, by a Train of Propoſitions, 
1- WitheReſulr of His Lordſhip's Doctrine, which, 
t reduced to Practice, toward converting an 
n, Hfdel to Chriſtianity, or a Sefary to the Church, 
nd vould ſerve (he thinks) to ſhow the Strength 
If his whole Declamation againſt him; he 
Fill, I hope, eſteem it but juſt, if, for the 
Diverſion of others, I give the Reader the Con- 
ary Propoſitions, as the Nonjurors Maxims, for 
te Promotion of True Religion. 8 


7 


of poor unhappy Men, whom theſe Writers 


Nature, and Truth as Obligatory towards Mens 


afirm, That God ever did, or can, require the 


5 (5) 


the "Wl Pro- 
POSITIONS #Fu- 
ly ſtated. 


God's Favour 
cannot depend upon 
our actual being, or 
hot being, in any par- 


ticular Method; [of 


External Church Com- 
union ;] but upon our 
real Sincerity | of our 
beſt Endeavours ] in 
the Conduct of our 
Conſciences, 
dur own Actions un- 


rad it. Preſerv. p. 955 


"Pn RoP. II and III. 
That no Church 
ought to Unchurch, 
Unchriftian, or de- 
clare out of God's Fa- 
vour, any of their Fel- 
low-Creatures, upon 
any other Conſidera- 
tion, than that of a 
wicked 


and of 


ſelf nothing to do witli 


Non jurors Pi Rope 
SITIONsS for the 
I mprovement of 
Religion and the 
Church. 


. 
, IS not a Mans 
| ſincere and in- 
duſtrious Uſe of Means 
to inform his Conſci- 
encearight, and living 
up to it; but his Hor. 
tunate, or r implicit Con 
formity toſuchor ſuch 
an External Viſible Sv. 
ciety of Worſhippers, 
that entitles him to 
God's Favour. 


PRO P. II and Ill. 
God hath leſt him- 


Sincerity. But every 
Church [eſpecially al 
Eſtabliſb d one] hath 
Right to take All tha 
differ from her, an) a 


make a Preſent o e 
the 


wicked Inſincerity and 
Diſhoneſty; of which, 
in theſe Caſes, God a- 
lone is the Judge. 191d, 


beg. 85. 


PRO p. IV. 

Atruly Conſcienti- 
ous Perſon, | doing his 
utmoſt to know and 
ſerve God aright] can 
be in no Danger | of 
Damnation] for being 
out, [of the Viſible 
Comunion 
jarticulayr Church, 
challenging a Right to 
us Conformity. 


Prop. V. 


ities of [ Men profeſ- 
ins] Religion, have 
7 ore Truth and Ex- 
l. Nellency in them than 
num: thers; yet it is not the 
with barely and ab- 
very atedly conſidered] 
y an! any one of them, 
ath Wit makes it a Virtue 


anq 2 blind Obedience, 
_ off clpecially againſt 
thel 0 


Tho ſome Commu- 


% 


tha us to conform to it, 


6 


them to tlie Prince of 
Darkneſs. 


Prop. IV. 

All Perſons, | nay, 
all Chriſtians, '] tho 
never ſo Virtuous and 
Conſcientious, are out 
of the Covenanted 
Mercies of God, if 
they be not of an E- 


of any piſcopal Church,claim- 


ing an Uninterupted 


Suecceſſion. 


I 
Salvation hath no- 
thing to do with Con- 


ſcience, or actual Per- 


ſuaſion of the Mind. 
"Tis Conformity to 
Authority alone, that 
the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant is built upon. 


PROP. 


( 


the Perſuaſions of our 
own Mind. Nor can 
Separation, even from 
a Corrupted Church, 
be juſtified, if ſuch 
Separation be ue 
founded in the full 
Perſuaſion of one's 
own Conſcience a 
gainſt ſuch Corrupti- 
on. 

For whatever ig nos 


f Faith is Sin. 


Por. VI. 
Chriſt is ſole King 


{ as to Laws, Interpre- 


tation of Laws, and 
Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments, ] in his own 


Kingdom. We muſt 


ſhew our {ſelves his 
Subjects alone [| in 
- theſe Caſes, ] without 
Regard to Man's Judg- 
ment; | as to any In- 
fluence upon our final 
State. ] | 
 PRroe. VII. 
That, as Chriſt's 
Kingdom is not of this 
World; when World- 
pO , 12 ly 


not 


58 „ 


Preſerv. pag. 85. 


P Rox VI. 

Chriſt has made one 
certain Sett of Clergy, 
Kings under him: And 
their Interpretationsof 
Scripture are as bind- 
ing as Scripture it ſell 


M R 


kno 


Prop. 7 f nw 
To give a 7ev Men 
Thouſand Pounds WF Abſt 


turn Chriſtian, 5 . 


ly Perſuaſions and 

| Encouragements are 

brought in and annex- 
O . 

ed to it, they [ſo far 

as they become the Mo- 

tives to Mens Profeſ- 


fon, ] make it to be off 


this World, 


Prop. VIII. 

That [ for fallible 
Men] to pretend to 
know the Hearts and 
JW ward Sincerity of 
WF bfurdity, 
1. 93. 
5 4 
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Men, is Nonſenſe and 


Diſſenter good Prefer- 
ment to come into 
theEſtabliſh'd Church, 
or a Church- man to 
continue in it, and 
preach up its Do- 
ctrines; is a much 
ſhorter and more ef- 
fectual Way, than that 


of convincing them by 


ſolid and free Argu- 
mentation, of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, 
or of the Goodnefs of 
the Church, And twill 
weigh yet more, to 
deprive them ¶ upon 


their Refuſal of Com- 
pliance, | of ſuch Pri- 


vileges, which, as ho- 
neſt Men, and good 
Subjects, 
to with other Men. 


Prop. VIII. 


That there is a Win- 


the Laity cannot fee 
thro}, yet tis Nonſenſe 
and Hereſy to ſay the 
Church cannot. | 
H 2 Up n 


they may 
have an equal Right 


+2 . 


A” - 4 
2 
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Upon theſe propoſ tions, now, it will be of 
ſome Service to the Common Senſe of” the Chr. 
ſtian Laity, to draw up the Reaſonings of 1 
ſincere Unbeliever of the Church's Doctrine, 
or Diſſenter, in Excuſe of his Non-Conformity to 
a National Eſtabliſhed Church, on one Side; 
and the triumphant Arguments of a Non 1e 
for his Converſion, on the other Side. { ſay, 
the Reaſonings of a SINCERE Unbeliever of 
the Church's Doctrine, or Diſſenter ; for to ſuch 
only as are Sincere, are the Propoſitions of His 
Lordſbip any Way applicable, as an Excuſe for 
their Errors: Tho' Mr. Law | out of pure Love 
to Confuſion and Indiſtinction,] puts them in- . 
to his Dialogue without any ſuch Charade, 


of 
while it is indeed the mental Term in the Mc 
* | Diſpute®, W 


_ A - — obe> | . — — = * — — —— 


Sincere Diſſenter. You tell me, I am ins 

dangerous Way, and my Profeflion of Chrili: 

anity will avail me nothing; tho' I am conſci 

ous to my ſelf, I have choſen the Method thit 

= is moſt agreeable to the beſt Underſtanding! 

| have of the Great Rule of God's Word. 

Nonjuror. The Church can pronounce 1 
damned for all that. 

Sin. Diſſenter. How ſo? How can {ali 
Men pronounce that, which can alone belong 
to ſuch as infallibly know the inward Diſpolr 
tions of Men? 


. 
7 — . — 
” _ — * — — & 
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Nonjuror. Fallible, or infallible, tis all one; 


| the Deciſions of the Church are ratified in Hea- 


benz the Sacraments, and Means of Grace, are 
committed to the Church's Hande; you negle& 
| theſe Means, by departing from the Church, 
Sin. Diſſemter. Chritt has, undoubtedly , 
| given all ſufficient Means of Grace to his Body 
| the Church, i. e. to all ſincere Believers in, and 
| Obeyers of, his Religion. But why muſt I 
forfeit all theſe Means, by not receiving them 
from the Hands of your particular Church-Mz. 
mſtry s 1 1 8 . 
Nonjuror. Becauſe there is but one Line of 
Hands, thro' whichGod conveys them; and who- 
ever miſſes of that Line, has no Relation to the 
Chriſtian Covenant, or Claim to its Bleſſings. 
And this, amongſt many others, is one of the eſ- 
| /ential Articles, the Rejedion of which makes 
on no Chriſtian, 2 
yin, Diſſenter. This is the Queſtion between 
us. And ttill it be reſolved, to the full Satiſ- 
fiction of ſuch as cannot yet ſee the Truth of 
it on your Side, our Error [if it be an Error] 
ls excuſable before God, and therefore ought to 
be ſo in the Eyes of Men, while it is accom- 
panied with that Sincerity of Heart, which, 
eren in Tor, as well as in Us, is the only thing 
that can entitle a Man to the Pardon of our 
Failings, and to a proportionable Reward for 
his reſpective Advancements in Grace and 
Goodneſs. ef - | 
Nonjuror. But you are not Sincere, For 
te Church knows the very Hearts of "you 2 
5 ; . U Eg 6 * 7 5 


TE _ _ 
And tis, in it ſelf, impoſſible for Men to be Sin- 


cere, who obey not @ Church-Authority eſta. 


bliſhed bv the Laws of the Land. 

Sin. Diſſenter. This laſt Charge might be 
true, if Eſtabliſoment by humane Authority 
were abſolutely in it ſelf, an Obligation to 
Conformity. But then All Eſtabliſhments muſt 


have [according to this Argument? the ſame | 


Privilege; All Legiſlatures [ even of contrary 
Religions, ] have the ſame Claim; Subjects of 
All Countries, are then to be denominated Good 


and Chriſtian, by ſuch Conformity; and con. 


ſequently All Churches are alike, 


Nonjuror. Why, perhaps, they are; and 
bey all have this Right, and are Fools if ever | 
they part with it. But however, whether All 
Churches have it or no, Ours hath it, becauſe tis 


ORTHO DO. 
Sin. Diſſenter. Well; I thank you for your 
charitable Conceſſion. Tis but paſſing the 


Tweed, or croſſing the Water, and we are all 


upon the Level. 


| Thus, Sir, you have the Sum total of this 


Second Performance of your Friend, toward the | 
Support of what he is pleaſed to call Chriſtig. 
nity and the Church. As his unthoughtful 
Concluſion *, therefore, againſt His Lordſhip, l, 


That bis Principles will equally ſerve the Roma- 


niſt, the Church of England Man, the Few, the | 
Quaker, &c. (whereas, in Truth, His Lord. | 


——— W 3 


* Fage 02, 83. 
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ſhip's Principles will ſerve no Man of Any Par- 
jy, but every Good Man, ſo far, and ſo far only, 
4 he is a ſincere Deſirer of knowing the Truth 
of God, and of practiſing his Will to the utmoſt 
of his Power:) So my Concluſion againſt your 
Friend is, That His Principles can poſſibly ſerve 


no body but a RoMANIST. And as I have al. 


ready demonſtrated, ſo I will undertake the De- 
{ence of it, that He has done all that the warm- 
eſt and weakeſt Man living could poſſibly do, 
towards expoſing every thing that can be called 


Chriſtian Religion, even the Scriptures and the 


Church it ſelf, to the Indignation of all honeſt 
and generous Minds, to the Laughter of Fools, 
and to the Sport of them who ſay in their 
Hearts, there is neither God, nor Jeſus a Sa- 
viour, I am, | 2 


SIR. 


Yours, heartily, &c. 


X70) - 
POSTSCRIPT. 


b N JHE N I heard of Mr. Laws Poſtſcrij;, 
VI fully expected to have found ſome- 
thing in Reply to the Anſwers made to the ſe- 
veral Articles of his Former Letter, But, 
find, Declaimers are no Anſwerers, He hath 
thought nothing worth his Notice, but a ge- 


_ neral Difficulty or To, that preſſed him; e- 
{ſpecially in his favourite Notion of ninterupted 
Succeſſiun. And theſe he has been pleaſed to | 


ſtate in his own Way, without mentioning any 
Particulars as urged by his Opponents. How- 
ever, let us obſerve in what a pleaſant Manner 
he endeavours to get clear of them. 

He has been called upon to prove the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of an Uninterupted Succeſſion of one 
certain Line of Epiſcopal Ordainers, to the bein 


_ of a Chriſtian Church ; either by plain Expreſſi. 
ons of Scripture, or the Principles of the Ree | 


formation. | „ 
The Demand made upon him as to Scripture, 
he moſt pleaſantly underftands as a Demand to 
produce thoſe very Words out of Scripture, vis. 
An unninterupted Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Oraainers 
is abſolutely neceſſary to true Churchſhip and Sal- 
vation by CHRIST. In the Heat of this ridi- 

culous Imagination, he replies, That, according 

to this Way of objecting, it can never be pro- 
ved, That the Scriptures contain all Things ne— 
veſſary to Salvation, becauſe it is no where ex- 


preſiy | 
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preſly ſaid, that the Scriptures contain all Things 
neceſſary to Salvation, Where does it appear in 
Scripture, that the Scriptures were writ by any 
Divine Command“ Is not this wonderfully in- 
oenious ? © Becauſe the Scriptures do not, 
cannot, alone] prove themſelves; therefore, 
ſuppoſing them to be true, they can prove 


* nothing elſe, and muſt not be appealed to 


« for the Truth of any Doctrine. Again, 
Have any of the Goſpels or Epiſtles this Aut ho- 
rity to recommend them? Are they Neceſſary to 
be believed, becauſe there is any Law of Chriſk 
concerning the Neceſſity of believing them? Pro- 
duce your Authority, mention your Texts of 
Scripture, where Chriſt has hung the Salvation 
of Men upon their believinp, that St. Matthew 
or Sr, John wrote ſush 2 Book Seventeen Hundred 
Tears ago, That is, Produce an Inſtance of 


« Chritt's referring his Followers to Books to be 


believed and received before they were wwrit- 
*:en, But if Mr. Laws Meaning be, that 
Chriſt hath Himſelf given us no plain Notice of 
our Obligation and Neceſſity to believe the 
Writings of St. Matthew or St. ohn, or of the 
Ez/tles, now they are written; nothing can be 
more ignorantly aſſerted. For our Lord's own 
Words are expreſs : He that heareth you, heat- 
th me, and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me. 
—— Go ye into all the World, and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature; he that believeth, ſhall 
be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſball be 
damned. Pray, have we now any way of hear- 


ng or of believing the Apoſtles, but by believing 


their 
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* 
43 
* 
5 
1 
— 
4 
F . 
9 
85 7 
55 
1 
1 
* 
4 
9 
| 
bt 
. 
Li 
A 


meins 


Wan 


(<) 


their Writings, their Goſpels and Epiſtles 2 Sure. 


ly, Sir, all this is not Merriment, but Mad- 
neſs. Can the Proof of the Scriptures ¶ in ge- 
neral] being of Divine Authority, as 7nſpired 
Writings, come into This Diſpute? Is not Scri- 
pture, in our preſent Queſtion, ſuppoſed, on 
both Sides, to be authoritative? And is not 
the ſole Queſtion between us, What is the Seri. 
prure-DoGrine in Relation to Minifterial SUcceſ- 
fron? In all Queſtions about Scripture-Doctrines, 


is there any Appeal, but to the Words of Scri. 


pture it ef? Not, perhaps, to find out the 
very Terms the Queſtions may be put in, but 
ſuch Scripture-Expreſſions as may ſuthciently 
prove the Affirmat ive or Negative of any Que- 


ſtion, ſuppoſed to be determinable by Scripture. 


Authority. What was it that put Mr. Law 
upon thus fooliſhly ſtating an Adverſary's De- 
mand, but that under this Colour, he might 


expoſe him to his ignorant Readers, and fo get 


rid of him? 
At laſt, after many Words to no purpoſe, 


_ conſcious of what the Objection really was, he 


changes his Phraſe, and comes to the Point“. 


The Certainty of the uninterupted Succeſſion i. 


Founded in Scripture; only, to ſtrengthen the 
Evidence, he adds, that it is aſſerted by the u. 
niverſal Voice of Tradition, Let us but know 


how it is clearly and certainly Founded in Si- 


prure, and we are ſatisfied; he may let his 
Tradition alone to be examined at Leiſure. 


It is thus founded in Scripture: There we are 


K 


mon. iq. amd. Ade o.4 
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taught, That the Prieſthood is a Poſitive Inſti- 


tutlon; that no Man can take this Office unto 
himſelf; that neither our Saviour, nor his Apo- 


files, nor any other Perſon, however extraordi- 


narily endowed with Gifts from God, could, as 


ſuch, exerciſe the Prieſtly Office, "till they had 
| God's expreſs Commiſſion for that Purpoſe. | A 
| Man would have thought, tho, that Extraor- 


diary Gifts from God toward the Performance 
of a Thing, might be a Commiſſion from God 
for doing that Thing; but let that paſs.] Well; 
the Prieſthood | meaning Epiſcopacy] is a poſe- 


tive Inſtitution; the Sacraments are no more ʒ 


ſo that the one Inſtitution is as poſitive as the . 
ther, Can you forbear ſmiling, Sir? Where's 


the Conſequence? Why, “ becauſe we are cer- 
* tain of an Inſtitution | vis. of an Order of 


- Clergy, ] plainly appointed, therefore we are 


„certain of a Circumſtance of that Inſtitution 
*[ viz, uninterupted Succeſſion in n Line of 
* Hands, } not plainly appointed. 


Iknow not how it was, but Mr. Law, not 


renturing to reſt here, proceeds to prove the 
imaginary Circumſtance alſo to be of the 
ame unalterable Importance with the general 
Infitution it ſelf. St. Paul made Timothy and 
Titus Biſhops. Suppoſe he did. So Epiſcopacy 
Ws an Apoſtolical Praftice, at Epheſus and 


ere, at leaſt. Granted again. An unlucky 


Queſtion returns upon him, Whether * all A- 
poſtolical Practices axe perpetually and indiſpen- 


| M obligatory : No; ſays he; But does i 


* Page 94, 95, 96. | 
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o 


therefore follow, that NO Apoſtolical Practice is 


walterably obligatory And upon this he ſtruts, 
for two or three Pages together; when no Man 
upon Earth ever affirmed That Conſequence. 

With much ado, we are brought, at length, 


to diſtinguiſh, by certain Marks, What Apo- 


ſtolical Practices may | conſiſtently with Chri- 
ſtianity and Churchſhip] be poſſibly laid afide. 
and what not. The Rules and Marks are], 
The Reaſon or Nature of Things, the Tenor of 
Scripture, and the Teſtimony of Antiquity. The 
laſt of theſe he does not enter into; the two 


Jirſt, are the main Things we deſire; and he is 


now in the Humour too, all of a ſudden, to 
leave Scripture quite out, and reſt himſelf upon 
the Nature of the Thing. Contented. What is 


there in the Nature of Epiſcopacy,that beſpeaks it, 


when once inſtituted or practiſed in ſomeChurch- 
es, to be unchangable, and of perpetual Obliga- 
tion in them and all others? Why, ſays he, u- 
ſay that Epiſcopacy cannot be changed, not meer) 
becauſe we have Apoſtolical Practice for it, bu 
becauſe fuch is the Nature of the Chriſtian Prieſt 
hood,” that it can only be continued in That Me- 
tea, which God has appointed for its Contint- 
ance. Our Queſtion, now, was, Whether it 
has any thing in its Nature, that requires tlic 
Circumſtance of an uninterupted Line of Hande! 
Yes; ſays he; for Poſitive Inſtitution is only 
zo be continued in that Method which God has 
appointed. By Method, then, is meant a Cir- 
cumſtance. Now is the Circumſtance called the 
| Page 98, 95. 


Nature 


Bl 
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Nature of the Chriſtian Prieſthood? Or, Is the 


Manner of Continuance of it, more Eſſential, 


more Natural to it, than the Inſtitution it ſelf? 


The Apoſtolical Practice, ſays he, indeed, fhews 


that Epiſcopacy is the Order that is | that was ] 
appointed ; but it is the Nature of the Prieſt- 


| bod that aſſures us it is unalterable: And, that, 


becauſe an Office which hath no Sipnificancy, but 


as it is of Divine Appointment, can no otberwiſe 


# 


be continued, but in That Way of Continuance 


| which God has appointed. That is to ſay: * The 


% Nature of the Chriſtian Prieſthood is found- 
*ed only in Divine, 2. e. Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 
tion or Practice; and yet there is ſomething 
*in the Nature of it, more than Apoſtolical, 
* on which it is unalterably founded. Or thus, 
* The Chriſtian Prieſthood has no Significancy, 
* but as tis inſtituted by the Apoſtles; and yet 
*1t has a Significancy in it ſelf, that makes it 


* unalterable, independently of the Inſtitution. 


dee now to what a State your Friend has re- 
duced the Queſtion. It is not, it ſeems, fair. 


ſtated, when it is aſked, Whether Epi ſcopacy, 


being an Apoſtolical Practice, may be laid aſide 2 
But the Queſtion is, Whether an inſtituted par- 
ular Method of continuing the Prieſthood, be 


ut neceſſary to be continued? Admirable good! 


TheQueſtion is not, © Whether an AI 
* Inſtitution may be laid aſide; but, Whether 
* an Inſtitution Apoſtolical may be laid aſide? 
For, does he not make the Apoſtolical Practice, 


and the Apoſtolical inſtituted Method of Conti- 


Wance to be the ſame thing? If, therefore, the 
4 | Tz Pradtice 
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the Poſture of receiving it being a Mode and 


. rcceived in the leaning or Table-Poſture, it can 


elf, a little way off, laid down, whereby to 


„ 

Practice [as a Practice] may be laid aſide, pray 
let him tell is wiy the Continuance »of that 
Practice may not be laid aſide; or by what Saz. 
tions the Continnance is obligatory, above the 
Practice or Inſtitutian it ſelf, 1 

Mr. Law puts , Inftitution of tlie Sass. 
ments upon the leve! with that of Fpiſcopacy; i D 
be affirms, * There no Text beſpeaking then Ib 
to he perpetually Neceſſary, viz. To be obſerved e 

„ 2/1 Ages of Chriſtians, as Means towards W's 
preſc ing the Religious Remembrance of M4 
Chriffs Death. Now we think there is {ufi. WM 


cient Scripture for this Purpoſe : Our Lords MP 
own Practice, back d with an expreſs Command, Ll 
Do this in remembrance of me; with the Apoſtle; tl; 
Practice, founded on that expreſs Command, % 


But now, according to your Friend's Argument, 


Circumſtance of the Sacrament, as Succeſſion in 8 
a Line of Hands is of Epiſcopacy, | tho' neither . 
of them expreſſed to be perpetually Obligatory: | K 

2 


it muſt follow, That if Chriſt and his Apoſle: 


never after ward be received Kneeling. 
The Second Objection he words thus; That 2 
this uninterrupted Succeſſion is ſtibject to ſo great 
uncertainty, that, if it be neceſſary, we can never 
ſay that we are in the Church. And, methinb, th; 
had your Friend but been pleaſed to have ob- 
ſerved one of the great Marks which he him. 


judge of what Chriſt and his Apo/les may be 
TTT 


con 


(71) 
oncluded to have made Neceſſaries and Eſen- 
Wi, viz. The Nature of Things themſelves ; 1 
Im afraid he would find more difficulty in it, 
man he imagines. For a Thing to be an E, 
W 1:12! Condition of all the Covenanted Mercies 


Ipy Tradition only, by a Tradition that does not 
extend to half the Churches in ſome Ages, nor 
to half a quarter of the Tranſactions of any one 
Age, or, perhaps, even of any one Church ; is 
to put the Mercies of Chriſt, we think, upon 
a very ſed Incertainty. However, Mr. Lats, 
[like a much truer Scholar of the Romaniſt, 
than the Biſhop is of the Author of The Rights, 


Sripture itſelf, To which Part I have an- 
ſwered already. 2 
All that he has added to it, is this, || That 
the Providence of God may well be ſuppoſed to 
ave [ uninterruptedly | kept up his own Inſtitu- 


aud be an Infallible Fudge of Controverſies, 
md therefore, no doubt, God has appointed one. 
anſwer; © Dire&ly on the contrary; The 
* brovidence of God has ſo ordered Things, 
„ bar meer Hiſtorical Evidence, and humane 
by Tradition is, in the Nature of the Thing 1t- 
m- elf, ſo uncertain a Matter; it ought to be 
0 concluded, that ſuch a circumſtance as an 
be IN interrupted Succeſſion could never be de- 
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W of the Goſpel, and yet to be in Fact demonſtra- 
ble, with reſpect to all Churches and all Ages, 


&c.] has put Tradition upon an equal foot with 


on, viz, this particular Circumſtance of it: 
ult as the Papiſts ſay, Tis convenient there 


OS 1 
Sr 


pointment or Uninterupted Succeſſion of Biſhops, 


F That be valid and good; | could affirm 


undefiled with the touch of Lay-hands ; and tle 


= 2 *) 

ce ſigned as an Eſſential of Chriſtianity, which 
* ought | in 77s own Nature] to be clear and 
* obvious, and liable to no Uncertainties at all 


TI cannot quit this Argument, without ob. 
ſerving another moſt ſurpriſing Inſtance of 
your Friend's Falfification of the Bifhop's Words, 
His Lordſhip, it ſeems, and his Advocates, af: 
ſert, That the Papiſts have one Regular A.. 


undefiled with the touch of Lay-hands. Look 
into my Lord's Words *, Sir, fee if it were 
poſſible that ſuch a Writer, who in the very 
foregoing | nay, in every] Page, had aflerted 
the very contrary to be more than probable upmli 
all Hiſtorical Evidence; that he, who in this 
very Paſſage was arguing, ad bominem, againſt 
the Nonjurors, on Suppoſition of a Popiſh Unin: 
terrupted Succeſſion | with ſuch clear Diftind:- 
ons as this, through the whole Paragraph; J 
the Popiſh Church be à Church; if the Ordinances 


ſuch a Succeſſion to be real. Nay, let your 
own Eyes judge, how Mr. Law has cut off one 
half of the Sentence from the other. The Sen 
tence is; Now the Papiſts have one regular A 
pointment, or uninterupted Succeſſion of Biſhops 


[the Nonjurors] according to THEMSELVES 
have another. Upon this, His Lordſhip bi4vr 
them decide the Matter, if they can, betwee 


W hs a 
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their Friends the Roman Cat holicks, and them. 
ſelves, Can he therefore be underſtood to 
mean any thing more, than that the Pupiſts 


had this Srcceffron, ACCORDING TO THEM- 


SELVES ONLY, on one fide; as the Nowrrors 
aſſumed it to THEMSELVES on the other? If 
this were [gnorance in Mr. Law, he muſt give 
1s leave to be ſurpriſed : For tho we had no 


reaſon to think he could I/rite well, we thought 


were a deſigned Fallacy, let him, for the future, 
be ſtop d in his career of Queſtions, by remem- 


bring one Queſtion [ worth a thouſand of his, 
Wil you ſpeak wickedly for God; and talk de- 
Nu for him? Job xiii. 7. | 


The Third Difficulty, he ſays, is, That this 
Uninterupred Succeſſion ¶ the Neceſſity of it to- 
ward any Church's being truly Chriſtian, is a 


Popiſh Doctrine, and gives Papiſts advantage. 


And ſo it certainly does, not only over Prote- 


Fonts in general, but even over the Nonjurors 


m particular; ſuppoſing them to be true Prote- 
ants, who are ſo zealous as to grant to the 
[ opiſts, that Eſential of Chriſtianity, which [ if 
ite Right of diſpenſing of it be, or were, ever 


Wolely in the hands of Rome, ] Papiſts very juſtly 


ugh at Proteſtants for pretending at all to have. 


Now this Ohjection he very roundly reduceth 


o no more than this 3 | We muſt not tell the 7 W's 
Ir Deiſts there is a Neceſſity of embracing Chri- 


ianity, becauſe the Papiſts Jay, Chriſtians can 


be ſaved only in Their Church; and, we muſt 


wt inſiſt pon a true Faith, becauſe Papiſts ſoy, 


| Fag. 105, 105. bi 
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CTA) 
the true Faith is only in Their Communion, Moſt 
learnedly ſtated! but that it unluckily happens 
his Adverſaries don'tallow, but abſolutely deny 
the Neceſſity of Uninterupted Succeſſion to he 
Point of true Faith or Chriſtianity at all; and 
maintain, that Epiſcopacy, as an Inſtitution, may 
be preſerved, tho' one particular Line of hand; 
be interupted. No body ever, in his Senſes 
pretended that Proteſtants muſt not be Chriſtians, 
or Fews mutt not turn Chriſtians, becauſe Papiſts 
are no true Chriſtians. But we ſay, That Pre. 

teſtants can't be true Proteſtants, while they d. 
end thoſe Maxims that amount to real Popen; 
and that Papiſis muſt be mightily diverted, to 
ſee Proteſtants zealouſly contending for ha 
muſt utterly diflolve the very Principle, by 
which any Man can be a Proteſtent at all. | 

Mr. Law finding himſelf preſſed home with 
an Accuſation, of firſt perverting the Biſhop's 
Meaning of Sincerity, and then loading it wit 
ignorant and falſe Conſequences, particular. 
with that of ſetting all ſincere · Sectaries, eu 
and Infidels upon the level with the beft and 
moſt ſincere Chriſtians ; takes notice, that *h 
has been called upon, to ſhow thoſe Conſequen 
ces to be drawn from the plain Premiſes of hi 
Lordſhip. He has indeed been called upon 
to this purpoſe : And how conſiſtently does! 
anſwer the Charge? Why, fr#, by keeping t 
the ſame confuſed Notion of Sincerity, [wit 
out any diſtinction between true and falſe Sit 
cerity,] and ſo leaving it to His Lordſhip ft! 
to chuſe, whether he would allow any Jen 
Pag 195, 107, [ Sec my Arft Letrer, 
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Diſſenters, &. to be ſincere or no. Whereas 
he ſhould have prov'd, that If they be ſincere, 
jn His Lordſhip's ſenſe, they muſt be not only 
« freed from Damnation, but entitled to the 
« ſame degree of Happineſs with the beſt and 
« fincereſt Chriſtians. And then we would have 
granted him, that, F they be not ſincere, the Bi- 


| [bop condemns them all at once; for inſincere 


Chriſtians are alſo condemned as well as they. 
To quit his hands of this groſs Abſurdity, of 
humbly ſuppoſmng a Man might be ſincerè in his 
Religious Opinions, tho' bis Sincerity might be ow- 
ing to ſome evil and criminal Habits, | which his 
Opponents as humbly ſuppoſe to be a flat Con- 
tradiction-] He moſt wittily turns the Tables 
upon us, by telling us, tis ſtrange if a Man 
cant be eſteemed Sincere, tho he may have ſome 
FAULTS. Would not a Reader think now, 
that by Faults he meant nothing but meer hu- 
mane Infirmities and Imperfections? With theſe, 
indeed, a Man may be /mcere But are theſe 
the ſame with Criminal Habits, and Abuſe of Fa- 
culties, and Guilty Behaviour? This, I ſuppoſe, 
was to buzzle the inattentive and well - diſpoſed 
Reader withal. Yet, to ſhow his charitable O- 


rancorous Expreſſion, I dare ſay, the Biſhop 
vill freely forgive him, as his Lordſhip's Ad- 
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To return, therefore, once more, to his be- 
loved Argument of Uninterupted Sncceffion ; 
wherein He and his Friends, may, it they 
pleaſe, have an Opportunity of ſhowing Their 
Sincerity, by a plain and undiſguiſed Anſwer 
to the following Propoſitions. 


A ſhort and plain Challenge againit the Nonjurors 
Dodrine, Of the Reality and Neceſſity of an Un- 
. Inzerupted Succeſſion of Regular Epiſcopal Or. 
dainers,with reſpe&tothe Nature of the Thing, 
and to Scriptural or Hiſtorical Evidence. 


i. As to the Nature of the Thing. 


Here is no kind of Government in the 


| World, conſiſt ing of an External Body, 
of infirm, fallible, and paſſionate Men, that 
ever did, or can, | without a Miracle] keep up 
a Succeſ/ton, ſecure from the Violences of Am- 
bition, and liable to no Change of its Conſti- 
tution. Eccleſiaſtical Government 1s | in this 
Reſpect] of the ſame Nature with the Civil; 


and hath nothing more in it, toward ſecuring | 


it from the like Alterations: They being both, 
by the ſame Providence, ſubjected to the ſame 
various Neceſlities, of Times, Things and Cir- 
eumſtances. 5 
| II. As to Scripture. 

Neither the inſtituted Method of the Levi 
tical Prieſthood in the Old Teſtament, nor any 
Expreſlions in the New, can, without a mani 
feſt Strain and Abuſe upon their plain Mean- 
ing and Defign, be concluded to prove an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of an uninterupted Line of 8 
+ 5 ar 
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III. As to Hiſtorical Evidence of” the Pri- 
mitive Churc g. 
There is neither ſufficient Scriptural nor 


| Hiſtorical Evidence, that A the Churches 
planted by the Apoſtles, were, at firſt, or im- 


mediately after the Apoſtles, governed by Bi- 
{yps, or Epiſcopally ordained Men, properly 
ſo called. As, 1n particular, 1t doth not ap- 
pear that the famous Church of Corinth was ſo 
Govern'd, for even the Firſ# whole Century: 
And the ſame may, with great Probability, be 
{aid of ſome other Churches of that Time. 
IV. As to the Church of Rome. 
The Church of Rome, even before its Great 


Apoftacy, could not pretend to any Certainty - 


ofa regular uninterupted Succeſſion of her Epiſ- 
copal Clergy. As is manifeſt from the Caſe of 
Novatian, | in the Third Century, ] who pro- 


cured himſelf to be Ordained Bithop | of Rome, 
in Oppoſition to Cornelius, the undoubtedly 


vue Biſhop, ] by the Hands of Three Biſhops, 


whom he. made drunk for that Purpoſe. Now, 
according to all the ancient Church-Canons, 
concerning Regular Ordination, and even in the 
Opinion of the Nonjurors themſelves, Novatian 
was no Biſhop, by fuch a ſcandalous Ordinati- 
on; but an Hererick, whoſe erroneous Faith 
ind impious Practice, againſt all Rule and Or- 
der of the Church, and Chriſtianity itſelf, made 
his Ordination Null and Void. F the 

| -_ CGCreat 
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Great Council of Nice it ſelf, thought * fit, for 
Peace and Unity's ſake, not to require a Re. ordi. 
nation of ſuch Novatian Biſhops and Clergy as 
return d to the Church; but ſuffer d them to re. 
main in the Exerciſe of their Functions, tho 
Laccording to their own and the Apoſtolica! Cy. 
nons] they had no other than a Lay Ordination. 
Novatian filled the Weſtern Church, with a 
large and long Succeſſion of ſuch Clergy from 
him till there was no Poſſibility of diſtinguiſh. 
ing between thoſe that deſcended from Hereri- 
cal Predeceſſors, and ſuch as came from the re- 
gular Line of Biſhops. 

If the Nonjurors, affirming Nowatian's Ordi- 
nation to be Valid, will maintain [in Contra- 
diction to their own and to the Primitive Church's 
Principles, ] that Heretical, Wicked,. and Lend 
Ordinations may be Valid, by Vertue of the 
mere Impoſition of Fpiſcopal Hands, as that 
Which in it ſelf gives a certain and indelible 

Character; they then maintain, That God, in 
the Validity of the Chriſtian Ordinances, has 
put more ſtreſs upon one External Circumſtance, 
than upon all the ſubſtantial Endo, Purpoſes and 
| Defiens of thoſe Ordinances, or upon all the 
Moral Qualifications of Chriſtians. Than 
which, nothing can be more derogatory to the 
Wiſdom and Holineſs of our Profeſhon. 
V. As ta the Reformed Church of England. 

The Church of Rome, at the Time of the Re. 
formation, either was ſuch a Church as had all 
Authority neceſſary to a Church of Chriſt, | pat- 
cicalarly that of Diſcipline, whereon the Nul- 
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lity or Validity of Ordination 1s ſuppoſed to de- 
pend;] or it was not. BE 

If it was; then our Separation from it, ren- 
| Gerd our Ordinations Null and Void, and her 
Denunciations and Excommunications Valid a- 


gainſt us ; even againſt all thoſe, who [ in Op- 
poſition to A Church wherein alone was then all 
Church-Power, ] Ordained us; and, conſequent- 
ly, againſt all whom we have Ordained, by 
Vertue of ſuch Ordination. 

If Rome had not then ſuch Authority, but 
was Heretical and Antichriſtian ; or if there be 
but a Probability that ſhe then was, and is, The 
Antichriſt, the Apoſtacy, and the Grand De- 
ceiver, ſpoken of and foretold in Scripture; ſhe 
may well be ſuppoſed to have forfeited and loſt 
all Privilege of Churchſhip her ſelf, much more 
the appropriated Power of ſolely conveying it 
to others, And then the Church of England 
could no more derive from Her, than Chri# can 
derive from Antichriff. At leaſt, it could have 
no Reaſon to found her Ordinations in the cer- 
tain Vertue of ſuch a Succeſſion. So that, either 
May, the Reformed Church of England Miniſt 
has no Evidence of a regular Succeſſion, as 
piſcopal, from Rome. 1 5 

Moreover, When we renounced the Commu- 
nion of Rome, we mult be ſuppoſegto have re- 
nounced all Neceſſity of deriving any Chriſtian 
Character from Her, as a Community: Or elſe 
we renounced a Community, and were eaſy in 
being cut off from it by her Excommunication; 
while, at the ſame time, we owned her to have 
the Diſpoſal of That, by which Alone we could 

. poſſibly 
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Atrüe Miniſtry ay Wand 4 uus 
ſick fold be "the Higheſt Abſurdi. | 
ke nge it would be, in a c 4 
Ot Mer e from à Civil Government, and 
regonncing all its Authority, [tho'that Govern. 5 
ment be ſuppaſed to Habe hitherto. preſerved a; 49 
Uninterupted Sue n from i its firſt beg inf, 


ſtill to pretend to Hold; any Offices or Piiviles; ex! 
from coe very Governors from whom they rev 
volted.” 5 RN 3 


Wherefore, upon [phate and many more f uch 
Conſiderations, the Reformed Church of Enge. J 
land, in her Definitions of a * True Gburc h, 401 J 
a +Thus Mini ſter, did moſt j uſtly and deſigi ianedly 1 

make neither Vninteri pted © wHccefſion, nor indec 
Epiſcopal Miniſtr or iſcopal Ordination AN 5 
Part of either of thoſe Character; which the? 
neither could, nor ought to have omitted, had: 
ſhe, with the Papitts and Nonjurors, eſteemed! it. 
an HEſſential, on which the Validity of all Cant 4 
ſtian Ordininees depend. 53 
Our Church, therefore, founds not the Valk 
dlity of its Epiſeqpal Min iftry ona Succeition froth 
Nome, but on ſomething Elſe, whereon it, totes s 
ther With all its Filow-Prodefiac C hurches, reſts, 
as on a common and laſting Foundation, vis, on; 
the Agreeablenels of its Admibiftrat'ons 5 wil 
the Great d only Authoritative Rufe of Ki 
ture andithe revealed Will of #7 7s, who alone 
£ its Lord, Maſter, and; 'Lawgiver, 2 4 
* On which i 1mmovabl 8 Baſis it ought to be they 
Prayer of every Proteſtant, that God would 905 
ler 52 222 his Church to the End of Time. SY 
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